
Social Security Act Kinship Navigator Requirements 

 

SEC. 427. [42 U.S.C. 627] (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and Human Services may make 

matching grants to State, local, or tribal child welfare agencies, private nonprofit organizations that have 

experience in working with foster children or children in kinship care arrangements, and institutions of higher 

education (as defined under section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001)), for the purpose 

of helping children who are in, or at risk of entering, foster care reconnect with family members through the 

implementation of— 

(1) a kinship navigator program to assist kinship caregivers in learning about, finding, and using 

programs and services to meet the needs of the children they are raising and their own needs, and to 

promote effective partnerships among public and private agencies to ensure kinship caregiver families 

are served, which program— 

(A) shall be coordinated with other State or local agencies that promote service 

coordination or provide information and referral services, including the entities that provide 2–1–

1 or 3–1–1 information systems where available, to avoid duplication or fragmentation of 

services to kinship care families;  

(B) shall be planned and operated in consultation with kinship caregivers and 

organizations representing them, youth raised by kinship caregivers, relevant government 

agencies, and relevant community-based or faith-based organizations; 

(C) shall establish information and referral systems that link (via toll-free access) kinship 

caregivers, kinship support group facilitators, and kinship service providers to— 

(i) each other; 

(ii) eligibility and enrollment information for Federal, State, and local benefits;  

(iii) relevant training to assist kinship caregivers in caregiving and in obtaining 

benefits and services; and 

(iv) relevant legal assistance and help in obtaining legal services; 

(D) shall provide outreach to kinship care families, including by establishing, 

distributing, and updating a kinship care website, or other relevant guides or outreach materials; 

(E) shall promote partnerships between public and private agencies, including schools, 

community based or faith-based organizations, and relevant government agencies, to increase 

their knowledge of the needs of kinship care families and other individuals who are willing and 

able to be foster parents for children in foster care under the responsibility of the State who are 

themselves parents to promote better services for those families; 

(F) may establish and support a kinship care ombudsman with authority to intervene and 

help kinship caregivers access services; and 

(G) may support any other activities designed to assist kinship caregivers in obtaining 

benefits and services to improve their caregiving 

 

SEC. 474. [42 U.S.C. 674] (a) For each quarter beginning after September 30, 1980, each State which has a plan 

approved under this part shall be entitled to a payment equal to the sum of— 

(7)1 an amount equal to 50 percent of the amounts expended by the State during the quarter as 

the Secretary determines are for kinship navigator programs that meet the requirements described in 

section 427(a)(1) and that the Secretary determines are operated in accordance with promising, 

supported, or well-supported practices that meet the applicable criteria specified for the practices in 

section 471(e)(4)(C), without regard to whether the expenditures are incurred on behalf of children who 

are, or are potentially, eligible for foster care maintenance payments under this part. 

 

                                                           
1 Sec. 50713 of P.L. 115-123 added sec. 474(a)(7).  Effective 10/1/18 (sec. 50734 of P.L. 115-123). 



SEC. 476. [42 U.S.C. 676] (d)2 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND BEST PRACTICES, CLEARINGHOUSE, 

DATA COLLECTION, AND EVALUATIONS RELATING TO PREVENTION SERVICES AND 

PROGRAMS.— 

(1) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND BEST PRACTICES.—The Secretary shall provide to 

States and, as applicable, to Indian tribes, tribal organizations, and tribal consortia, technical assistance 

regarding the provision of services and programs described in section 471(e)(1) and shall disseminate 

best practices with respect to the provision of the services and programs, including how to plan and 

implement a well-designed and rigorous evaluation of a promising, supported, or well-supported 

practice. 

(2) CLEARINGHOUSE OF PROMISING, SUPPORTED, AND WELL-SUPPORTED 

PRACTICES.—The Secretary shall, directly or through grants, contracts, or interagency agreements, 

evaluate research on the practices specified in clauses (iii), (iv), and (v), respectively, of section 

471(e)(4)(C), and programs that meet the requirements described in section 427(a)(1), including 

culturally specific, or location- or population-based adaptations of the practices, to identify and establish 

a public clearinghouse of the practices that satisfy each category described by such clauses. In addition, 

the clearinghouse shall include information on the specific outcomes associated with each practice, 

including whether the practice has been shown to prevent child abuse and neglect and reduce the 

likelihood of foster care placement by supporting birth families and kinship families and improving 

targeted supports for pregnant and parenting youth and their children. 

(3) DATA COLLECTION AND EVALUATIONS.—The Secretary, directly or through grants, 

contracts, or interagency agreements, may collect data and conduct evaluations with respect to the 

provision of services and programs described in section 471(e)(1) for purposes of assessing the extent to 

which the provision of the services and programs— 

(A) reduces the likelihood of foster care placement; 

(B) increases use of kinship care arrangements; or 

(C) improves child well-being. 

 

                                                           
2 Sec. 50711(d) of P.L. 115-123 added sec. 476(d). 


