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This graphic represents opportunities for the development of the whole child.  Each circle represents an essential component of a studentôs 

learning.  Out-of-school time presents an opportunity to expose students to each of these essential components.  The arrows represent the 

interconnectedness of each.  All components are equally essential in the development of a student.  The extent to which any program focuses 

on a specific component(s) will be driven by the programôs mission and vision.  For further information on social emotional, health/wellness, 

and the arts, please see the Resources page (page 60). 
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 It is with great enthusiasm that we present to Ohioôs out-of-school time providers the Ohio K-12 

Standards Resource Guide, developed to assist and support professionals with the implementation of 

Ohioôs  K ï 12 learning standards.  

 Ohioôs newly adopted standards are more demanding for students in English Language Arts, 

Math, Science, and Social Studies. The individuals working in out-of-school time programs possess a 

variety of skills and knowledge at different levels, and this guide has been designed to help professionals 

at all levels understand what is essential for students to know and be able to master, at each grade level, 

in an easily understood format.  

 The resource guide provides clarification to the field on which standards are important to use 

and defines difficult to understand terminology in basic terms. Further, it provides helpful, 

developmentally appropriate research based instructional strategies and activities, to help struggling 

students achieve at higher levels on the most important standards.  The guide also offers Something to 

Think Abouté and Tips From the Trade provided by experienced afterschool trainers and instructors.   

Included in different areas of the document you will find Notes sections where afterschool professionals 

can record new ideas, activities that worked or additional resources to support them in their work with 

school age children. 

 Users of this document should find it easily adaptable, whether you are a school or community 

based organization offering multiple types of programs.  It provides high quality hands-on examples in 

each of the core subject areas, spanning grades K-8, and integrates social emotional standards to make 

afterschool a safe and exciting learning environment for all students. 

 Additionally, this guide supports a programôs participation in Step up To Quality (SUTQ) and 

maintains the integrity of the SUTQ program standards. These program standards include Learning and 

Development, Administration and Leadership Practices, Staff Qualification and Professional 

Development, and Family and Community Partnerships.  

 The development of the Ohio K-12 Standards Resource Guide was the vision of many 

professionals working in tandem with the Ohio Department of Education, the Ohio Department of Job 

and Family Services, Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral Association (OCCRRA), Ohioôs network of 

Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies and the Ohio Afterschool Network (OAN).  Together with 

public and private partners, the workgroup willingly embraced the opportunity of creating the Ohio K-12 

Standards Resource Guide.  

 We are pleased to share this document with out-of-school time professionals in an effort to 

support the implementation of Ohioôs new academic standards, ensuring that all students receive the 

necessary supports to be successful in school, life, and career.  

SUTQ/Afterschool Workgroup Members: 
 

* Lisa Brown 

All for Kids, Inc. Cambridge  

* Cathy Heck 

Horizon Education Centers, Cuyahoga & 
Lorain Counties 

* Nancy Brody 

Central Ohio YMCA 

* Mary Schneider 

Central Ohio YMCA 

* Lori Burk 

Starting Point, Cleveland 

* Monique Chapman 

Child Care Connection, Akron 

* Megan Wilson 

4C for Children, Cincinnati 

* Liz Nusken 

Former DirectorðOhio Afterschool  
Network (OAN) Columbus 

* Peggy Martinez 

Consultant  

* Julie Hermes 

Step Up To Quality Licensing Specialist, Ohio 
Department of Job & Family Services, Dayton 

* Kayla Harman 

Ohio Department of Education 

* Charlotte Ward-Jones 

Ohio Department of Education 

* Chad Webb 

Afterschool Specialist Network Coordinator, 
OCCRRA 

* Kelly Smith, Facilitator 

        Quality Initiatives Coordinator, OCCRRA  

Note regarding websites:  

Website addresses may change.  If a website 

cannot be found, search for the keyword(s)  

you are trying to find. For example, you can-

not find the website that was given for Dolch 

words. Try utilizing a search engine such as 

Google, Safari, Yahoo, Bing, etc.  and enter 

the keywords ñDolch wordsò. 
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Tips from the Trade 
 
Always read the book at least 
once before reading it aloud to 
children. For example, if the 
book you chose has a 
grandparent in the story and 
one of your students just lost a 
grandparent and is having 
difficulty coping with the loss, 
this is probably  not the right 
time to read this story. 

 
Divide students into 3 groups 
and have one group draw a 
picture of the beginning of the 
story, another group the middle 
of the story and the last group 
the end of the story. 
 
Have ñMystery or VIP Readersò 
come to read aloud to the 
students.  Students can ask 
who, what and where types of 
questions to try and guess who 
the mystery reader is. [This is a 
great opportunity for 
family ,community, and political 
leaders to be involved]. 
 
Divide students into groups.  
Give each group a large piece 
of butcher paper that you have 
written a line or two from the 
story  at the top.  Have 
students create their own 
pictures  about what was 
written at the top.  

 
Have students form a circle. 
Ask each student to show 
different emotion words like: 
show me a sad face, happy 
face, pouty face and so on. 

Reading Standards for Literature [Fiction] Grades K-2 

What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  
 

¶ Identify details and key ideas in text. 
¶ Recognize and use text structures to support understanding. 
¶ Recognize and use illustrations to support understanding. 

¶ Actively engage with various types of age-appropriate literature.  
 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 
 

Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. 
Ask students to:  

 
1. Ask and/or answer who, what, where or when questions. 
2. Retell or sequence events in a story. 
3. Identify/describe characters, setting or events in the story. 
4. Identify sensory words [touch, taste, feel, smell, hear] in a story, poem 
or song. 

5. Identify emotion words [such as: mad, angry, happy, sad] in a story, 
poem or song. 

6. Recognize common types of text such as storybooks, poems, and 
songs.  

7. Identify the point of view or attitude [is the main character nice, mean, 
kind and so on] of the main character.  

8. Use illustrations, concrete objects or text to identify details, characters, 
setting or events from a story. 

9. Match similarities of characters or events in two versions of a story. 

Something to think abouté 

Sequencing a story usually asks students to know 3 things: What happened in the beginning, what happened in the the middle 
and what happened in the end? 

Ask questions before, during and after reading aloud to students.  It is important to plan these questions ahead of time. 

§ Show students the book cover, read the title and ask: What do you think the story will be about?  

§ Right before a suspenseful event happens in the story, stop and ask: Who do you think will save the day? 

§ After the story, ask students: Who was your favorite character in the story? 

 

Notes: 
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Tips from the Trade 
 

 
Have a child retell  the story 
from a different characters 
point of view. Resource: 
The True Story of the Three 
Little Pigs is from the wolfôs 
point of view. 
 
 
Have students work in small 
groups  of 2, 3, or 4 to make 
a timeline of the events in 
the story. 
 
 
Have students sit in a circle 
and give them the beginning 
of a story.  Each child will 
use their imagination to add 
another event in the story.  
After each child shares, you 
can add a transition word to 
help students.  Use words 
and then theé.and the girl 
was covered withé..and the 
é.. saved the day byéé. 
 
 
Divide students into groups 
and have them act out the 
story.  Each student will be 
a different character. 
 
Add your own tips here: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Reading Standards for Literature [Fiction] Grades 3-5 

What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  
 

¶ Understand key events, details and ideas from text. 
¶ Understand the meaning of words and phrases in text. 
¶ Use story elements to understand text. 

¶ Demonstrate understanding of text while actively engaged in reading.  
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

    
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. 
Ask students to:  

 
1. Answer factual questions based on details from the text. 
2. Retell a story including the point of the story and key details. 
3. Describe story elements [characters, settings or events[ in stories, 
poems or songs.  

4. Identify the meaning of words based on how they are used in a story, 
song or poem. 

5. Identify common elements in a story, song or poem (e.g., stanzas or 
rhythm in a poem, problem or solution in a story) 

6. Compare their personal point of view to that of a character in a story.  
7. Match text to specific illustrations. 
8. Identify similarities or differences between characters or events in two 
folktales, fairytales and/or myths.  

Something to think abouté 

Folktales are stories or legends originating from oral stories told by people of all cultures.  Folktales are often based upon 
superstitions.  

Fairytales may star characters such as fairies, goblins, elves, trolls, witches, giants, and talking animals and include 
enchantments [spells] often involving a far-fetched sequence of events.   

Myths are stories about the early history of a people or they explain some natural or social phenomenon [Example: how a 
leopard got its spots], and usually include supernatural beings or events.  

Parts of a story, play or poem: Refer to or have students identify a chapter, scene, stanza, and so on in different reading 
materials.  Explain or ask students to explain why these are important.  They are important because they help them follow the 
progress of the story, its theme and ideas. 

 

Notes: 
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Tips from the Trade 
 
Youôre the Director:  
 
Print out the Youôre the 
Director worksheet from 
readwritethink website.  
Once on the readwritethink 
website, search Youôre the 
Director and it will take you 
to the lesson and all of the 
handouts. Share the 
printout and explain that itôs 
a way of pulling apart a 
scene to see its different 
parts. Itôs kind of like 
ingredients in a recipe. Start 
with an example scene, 
such as in The Wizard of 
Oz, when Dorothyôs house 
lands on the Wicked Witch. 
Who are the characters, the 
setting, objects (props)? 
Where was the camera to 
capture the action? Talk 
about how a movie scene 
fits together like a puzzle. 
Change one piece, like the 
setting or the music, and it 
changes the whole picture. 
For instance, what if 
Dorothyôs home landed not 
in Oz, but in New York City? 
Help the child experiment 
with removing or changing 
an element in the scene. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Standards for Literature [Fiction] Grades 6-8 

Something to think abouté 

Structures are the parts of a story, play or poem. Refer to or have students identify a chapter, scene, stanza, and so on in 
different reading materials.  Explain or ask students to explain why these are important.  They are important because they help 
them follow the progress of the story, its theme and ideas. 

 

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  

¶ Use text to understand key ideas, characters, theme and events. 
¶ Use word choice and structure  to support meaning. 
¶ Compare ideas and themes across literature text 

¶ Demonstrate understanding of text while actively engaged in reading. 
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask  
students to:  
 
1. Locate text to support answers to factual questions and  answers that are  
inferred by the text.. 

2. Identify the theme or central idea of a text and support it with main events 
and details. A text may have more than one theme. 

3. Describe a storyôs plot and how the events lead to a solution.  
4. Identify the meaning of words or phrases based on how they are used in a 
text. 

5. Identify structures within stories, poems, plays or songs that contribute to the 
overall meaning of text. 

6. Identify who is telling the story and describe his/her role in the story.  
7. Describe the key similarities or differences between print and multimedia/live 
productions of the same story, drama or poem. 

8. Describe similar events from two different types of stories such as: myths, 
science fiction, historical fiction, folktales and fairytales. 

9. Describe a fictional account of a historical event. 
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Tips from the Trade 
 
Divide students into pairs.  
Ask them to find text 
features such as:  headings, 
table of contents, glossary 
and so on. 
 
Find a simple recipe and 
have groups of students 
follow all of the steps. 
 
Readwritethink website has 
great lesson plans for 
afterschool activities.  Plans 
include worksheets, 
descriptions, the amount of 
time needed and can be 
sorted by grade level.  
Suggested books to use are 
also included. Two 
nonfiction topics I searched 
had fun ideas: gardening 
and weather. 
 
Using a Weekly Reader 
news article, have students 
work in pairs to find out the  
5WôsðWho, What, Where, 
When and Whyï of the 
story. 
 
Have students bring their 
science or social studies 
book to the afterschool 
program. [Make sure the 
books have a glossary 
beforehand.] Give students 
words you know are in the 
glossary and have students 
do a scavenger hunt looking 
for works them.   

Reading Standards for Informational Text [Nonfiction] Grades K-2 

Something to think abouté 

Before reading: Explain words that students may not know before reading aloud.  

While reading: Ask questions of children so you know if they understand what you are reading. 

After reading: Ask students what they learned.  Listen for answers that show you they understood what was read to them. 

 

Notes:  

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  

¶ Identify key details and ideas from text. 
¶ Recognize and use text structures to support understanding. 
¶ Recognize and use illustrations/images to support understanding. 

¶ Actively read various types of age-appropriate informational text.  
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask  
students to:  

 
1. Ask and answer who, what, where and when questions to demonstrate     
understanding of text. 

2. Identify the main topic, and retell key details of a text. 
3. Describe two events, ideas, individuals or steps in a process from a text.  
4. Identify the meaning of words based on how they are used in a text. 
5. Identify text features (e.g., headings, table of contents, glossaries) used in 
informational text. 

6. Identify pictures or words in an informational text that provide an idea or   
information.  

7. Identify ideas found in illustrations and those found in text. 
8. Identify key points in a text. 
9. Identify the similarities in two texts that address the same topic.  
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Tips from the Trade 
 

 
When reading a fiction or 
nonfiction story, identify the 
location that the story is 
talking about on a map. 
 
Students enjoy drawing 
pictures that show the literal 
[factual] meaning of sayings 
like, ñItôs raining, cats and 
dogs.ò 

 
Divide students into groups 
of 5-7.  Whisper  a sentence 
into one studentôs ear and 
have them whisper it into 
the next studentôs and so 
on.  The last student shares 
what they thought they 
heard.  Most often it is 
nothing like the original 
sentence.  This shows how 
secondhand accounts can 
be inaccurate. 
 

Have students work in pairs 
to research a current news 
story from two different 
sources, such as a 
newspaper or a report on a 
TV stationôs website.   Have 
them compare what facts 
the stories have in common 
and what are different.  As a 
group, discuss their results. 

 
 
 
 

 

Reading Standards for Informational Text [Nonfiction] Grades 3-5 

Something to think abouté 

Examples of connections between events, ideas or individuals or steps in a process: 

Historical: What is the connection between Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Jackson?  They were both Presidents. 
Scientific: How are a person and a plant connected?  They both have life cycles. 
Technical: How are baking a pie and baking a cake connected?  They both use recipes with specific steps and they both need 
an oven. 
 
Firsthand and secondhand accounts: Think of secondhand accounts like gossip.  If you hear a story from someone other than 
the person involved it is likely that something was left out, changed, or added.  The accuracy of secondhand accounts could be 
in question. 

 

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  

¶ Use key details and ideas to understand text. 
¶  Use key words and structures of text to 
support understanding. 

¶ Acquire information from multiple sources. 

¶ Demonstrate understanding of informational text during and after reading 
while actively engaged in reading.  

 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask 
students to:  

 
1. Answer literal [factual ]questions using specific details from text to support 
those answers. 

2. Retell a text including main idea and key details. 
3. Identify a connection between two events, ideas, individuals or steps in 
procedures in historical, scientific or technical text.  

4. Identify the meaning of words as they are used in grade-level/age-
appropriate informational or procedural text. 

5. Use text features (e.g. key words, chapter, heading, bold print) or search 
tools to locate information in a text. 

6. Identify whether an informational text is a firsthand or secondhand account.  
7. Identify illustrations (e.g., maps, charts, photographs) that contribute to 
meaning within the text. 

8. Identify important and irrelevant information in a text. 
9. Compare information on the same topic from two different informational 
texts.  
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Tips from the Trade 
 

 
Most local public librarians 
will pull sets of books for 
you to check out for a 
period of time.  You could 
ask for a variety of  books or 
just one type such as 
historical fiction. 
 
From a set of books on 
historical fiction, create  
slips of paper that describe 
an event  such as Paul 
Revereôs ride or Rosa Parks 
story.  Put the events in a 
hat or container so students 
draw out one slip of paper.  
Students then select the 
book that tells about the 
event, reads it and shares a 
summary with the group. 
 

Have pairs of books 
available on site that are 
biographies or 
autobiographies of the 
same person.  Have 
students individually or in 
pairs compare and contrast 
the facts in the two 
accounts about the same 
person.  [Hint: use the Venn 
diagram below to help 
students make the 
comparison). 

 
 
 
 

 

Reading Standards for Informational Text [Nonfiction] Grades 6-8 

Something to think abouté 

Make sure your program has a variety of different types of books available for kids to read independently.  Include: fiction, 
historical fiction, myths, science fiction, folktales and fairytales.   

Venn Diagram:                                     

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  
 

¶ Use key ideas and details to support understanding of informational text. 
¶ Use word choice and structures to support meaning. 
¶ Compare information across sources. 

¶ Demonstrate understanding of informational text while actively engaged in 
reading.  

 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask 
students to:  

 
1. Cite details from text to support the answers to factual questions. 
2. Identify the topic of a text including main ideas and details. 
3. Identify a connection between two events, ideas, individuals or steps in  
     procedures in historical, scientific or technical text.  
4.  Identify the meaning of words or phrases based on how they are used in a 
text. 

5. Identify sentences or paragraphs that contribute to overall meaning of the 
text. 

6. Describe the point of view or the purpose of a text. 
7. Describe the key similarities between print and multimedia pertaining to the 
same topic or idea. 

8. Categorize relevant and irrelevant information in text. 
9. Describe similarities and differences between two related works (e.g.,     
biography and an auto-biography).  

Like  Different  

Same  

An example for comparing Airplanes and Trains would 

be:   

Airplane: Moves in the air.  

Train: Moves on tracks.  

Same: Form of transportation  
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Tips from the Trade 
 
Substitute beginning and 
ending letters to create 
words both real and made 
up. 

 
Alphabet Books: 
 

¶ Eating the Alphabet by 
Lois Ehlert 

 

¶ Chicka, Chicka, Boom, 
Boom by Bill Martin [Ask 
your older students to 
make a rap of this and 
perform it for your 
younger students.]  

 

¶ Alphabet City by Stephen 
Johnson 

 

¶ B is for Buckeye by 
Marcia Shonberg [This is 
for the Buckeye fans!] 

 

Most local public librarians 
will pull sets of books for 
you to check out for a 
period of time.  They will 
pull by author, type of book 
such as beginning reader, 
picture books, and so on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reading Standards Functional Skills: Grades K-2 

Something to think abouté 

Remember:  
 

¶ Children that identify signs in their world, such as fast food chains and stop signs, are beginning to understand that print 
[words] have meaning. 

¶ In dramatic play, when children use telephone notepad or pretend that are taking food orders they understand the print has 
a purpose. 

¶ Talk about the roles of the author and illustrator.  This helps readers know the difference between pictures and words.  It 
also helps students understand that both pictures and words add meaning to the story.  This is an important building block 
for students to comprehend what they hear or read themselves. 

Fluency is the ability to read accurately, quickly and with proper expression.  Students who do not have to sound out every 
word are able to concentrate on what the words/pictures mean. Fluent readers do much better comprehending the story. 

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  

¶ Understand concepts of print 
¶ Recognize sounds in spoken words. 
¶ Use letter sound knowledge to decode words. 

¶ Read with accuracy and fluency.  
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask 
students to:  
 
1. Track words from left to right, top to bottom, and know correct page  
       direction.  
2. Identify the ending sound of a word.  
3. Match letters to consonant sounds.  
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Tips from the Trade 
 
Use play scripts to develop 
fluency.  These Readerôs 
Theatre websites have 
some good examples. 
 

¶ janbrett.com 
 

¶ thebestclass.org/
rtscripts.html 

 

¶ teachingheart.net/
readerstheater.htm 

 
 
Other websites for Dolch 
Words. 
 

¶ janbrett.com/games/
jan_brett_dolch_word_list
_main.htm 

 

¶ kidzone.ws/dolch/ 
 

¶ k12reader.com/dolch-
word-list 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reading Standards Functional Skills: Grades 3-5 

Something to think abouté 

Fluency is the ability to read accurately, quickly and with proper expression.  Students who do not have to sound out every 
word are able to concentrate on what the words/pictures mean. Fluent readers do much better comprehending the story. 

Decode is the ability to sound out words and then say them correctly. 

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  

¶ Use letter sound knowledge to decode words. 

¶ Read with accuracy and fluency.  
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask 
students to:  

 
1. Apply letter-sound knowledge to read words: 
2. Decode regularly spelled words. 
3. Decode [sound out] words following basic sound patterns. 
4. Read high-frequency words (e.g., Dolch word lists 1 and 2)  
 
Note: www.bogglesworldesl.com/dolch  is a great website to find Dolch 
words [most common sight words].  It includes pre-primer [pre-school], primer 
[kindergarten] and grades one, two, and three. There are printable 
crosswords, word searches, flash cards and assessment sheets.   

http://www.bogglesworldesl.com/dolch
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Tips from the Trade 
 
Create classroom books.  
Each student writes/draws a 
picture on a page.  Once 
completed you can put them 
together with a ring for 
students to look at and/or 
read. 
 
Sample starters are: 
 
My favorite food iséé 
 
If I were in charge of the 
world I wouldé.. 
 
When I grow up I want to be 
a éé 
 
This summer I éé.. 
 
 
Best writing handbook of 
ideas for writing for grades 
2 and above.  
 
If Youôre Trying to Teach 
Kids How to Writeé..You 
Gotta Have This Book by 
Marjorie Frank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Writing Standards Grades K-2 

Something to think abouté 

Great resource for reading and writing: 

www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives 

cyberkids.com 

www.readwritethink.org [search for interactive cube creator] 

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  
 

¶ Write on selected topics. [at these grade levels the word  ñwriteò includes 
dictation, drawing and approximated spelling.]  

¶ Revise and publish writing with support. 

¶ Use digital tools to write. 

¶ Participate in shared research.  
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask 
students to:  

 
1. Write their opinion on a topic that is age appropriate. 
2. Write at least one fact about a topic. 
3. Arrange pictures or text to communicate a sequence of events that tell a 
story.  

4. [With help and adult support] Add one or more details to improve writing. 
5. [With guidance and support] Use  technology to create and publish 
[display] writing.  

6. Participate in shared research and add details to shared writing             
experiences. Example: Share a number of ñhow-toò books on a given topic 
and have students use what they have learned to write a list  of              
instructions in the correct order). 

7. [With guidance and support from adults] Recall information from an        
experience or from information provided to write an answer to a question.  
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Tips from the Trade 
 
Have students create their 
own audio books. 

 
Best writing handbook of 
ideas for writing for grades 
2 and above.  
 
If Youôre Trying to Teach 
Kids How to Writeé..You 
Gotta Have This Book by 
Marjorie Frank 

 
Readwritethink has a 
number of activities and 
lessons on writing opinions 
which they call persuasive 
writing.  
 

Students at this age have 
strong opinions.  Have each 
student write about 
something they have a 
strong opinion about.  After 
they write the narrative, 
have them find facts to 
support their opinion.  
Students may also work in 
pairs.  [Hint: When students 
share their work have them 
practice good speaking and 
listening skills.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Writing Standards Grades 3-5 

Something to think abouté 

Great websites for reading and writing: 

readwritethink.org 

cyberkids.com 

pbskids.org/itsmylife/body/solosports/create_story.html 

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  

¶ Write for multiple purposes. 
¶ Revise and publish writing. 
¶ Gather information from multiple sources. 

¶ Write routinely.   
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask 
students to:  

 
1. Write an opinion giving reasons that support your belief. 
2. Write several factual sentences on a topic. 
3. Write a personal narrative that includes characters and events.  
4. [With guidance and support] Create a written text that matches the purpose 
for which it is designed (persuasive, informative or narrative task). 

5. [With guidance and support] Identify and add one or more details to       
improve writing. 

6. [With guidance and support] Use technology to create two or more        
sentences.  

7. Research and collect information from one or more sources to build 
knowledge on a topic. 

8. Recall and categorize information from personal experiences, print or    
digital sources. 

9. Gather information from grade-level/age-appropriate literary or               
informational materials to support understanding.  
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Tips from the Trade 
 

Best writing handbook of 
ideas for writing for grades 
2 and above. My copy was 
used so much it literally fell 
apart. 
 
If Youôre Trying to Teach 
Kids How to Writeé..You 
Gotta Have This Book by 
Marjorie Frank 
 
Have students write, 
practice and perform skits 
on bullying and teasing. 
 
Have students use the 
Persuasion  Map to create 
arguments for persuasive 
essays.  The map can be 
found at : 
 
readwritethink.org/files/
resources/interactives/
persuasion_map 
 

Have students write a 
narrative of their choice or 
select a topic from a list you 
provide them. After they are 
finished with their first draft, 
have students pair up and 
edit each otherôs work.  Use 
an editing guide from the 
teacher or there are 
samples on the web.  
Search for: writing rubrics. 
[A rubric is a scoring guide 
that can be used for many 
subjects.] 

Writing Standards Grades 6-8 

Something to think abouté 

Narrative writing is telling a story.  See Resources for a sample story map to help students plan writing a story. 

In persuasive writing, the goal is to try and convince people to agree with you. It is important to understand that persuasive 
writing relies heavily on facts- not opinions. Note: A great resource is www.readwritethink.  It has graphic organizers, a power 
point on persuasive writing and students can create their organizers online. See Resources for a sample student handout. 

The goal of informative writing is not to present your opinion, but to inform or educate your reader on a given topic. See 
Resources for samples of student organizers for informative writing. 

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  

¶ Use supporting information in writing. 
¶ Revise and publish own writing. 
¶ Use technology to produce writing. 
¶ Gather and report information in writing. 
¶ Write regularly for multiple purposes.  
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask 
students to:  

 
1. Create a writing that uses reasons and relevant facts that support an      
opinion. 

2. Write several factual sentences, on a topic, including a topic sentence and 
concluding sentence. 

3. Write a narrative [story] that includes characters, a logical sequence of 
events and descriptive details.  

4. [With guidance and support] Create a writing that is persuasive or                
informative.  

5. [With guidance and support] Edit and revise writing. 
6. [With guidance and support] Use technology, to create multiple sentences.  
7. Research and collect information from a source to answer a question. 
8. Generate multiple sentences to summarize information from print and digital 
sources and name the source. 

9. Gather and organize information from (grade-level/age-appropriate literary 
or informational materials.  
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Tips from the Trade 
 

Ask students to be the dayôs 
reporter and share:  Whatôs 
in the news?  Whatôs the 
weather? Whatôs 
happening? Whatôs for 
dinner? Who is the next 
guest reader? 
 
During National Pet Week 
[first week of May] have 
children bring in a stuffed 
animal and pretend itôs real.  
Children will tell information 
about their pet and answer 
questions from the group. 
 

Younger students often 
forget that as the seasons 
change they need to wear 
different types of clothing.  
Have students talk about 
what clothing they wear in 
the fall, winter, spring, and 
summer. Early fall and early 
spring are the worst times 
for students to forget to 
wear a jacket or socks or 
they wear a heavy coat and 
boots when it is too hot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Speaking and Listening Standards Grades K-2 

Something to think abouté 

Communicating thoughts, feelings and ideas is also a part of Character Development in the Social and Emotional guidelines, 
which are forthcoming.  Group meetings are a great way to communicate information to students and help them develop 
listening skills. Skills include: understand that group meetings are a time to listen and share, understand they need to listen to 
the teacher as well as to the other children, learn to chose appropriate thoughts to share and respect the thoughts of others. 

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  

¶ Participate in collaborative conversation. 
¶ Ask and answer questions to gather information. 
¶ Communicate to tell a story or experience. 

¶ Communicate to express ideas, thoughts or feelings.  
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask 
students to:  

 
1. Actively participate in supported conversations about grade-level/age-    
appropriate topics and text. 

2. Follow agreed upon rules (e.g., gaining attention, listening to others,       
turn-taking) 

3. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 
4. Ask or answer questions about key ideas from text read aloud or              
information presented orally. 

5. Ask or answer questions about a familiar topic. 
6. Describe a person, place, thing, or event from a personal experience. 
7. Add visuals or audio to enhance a story or description of a personal        
experience. 

8. Communicate thoughts, feelings and ideas through multi-word responses.  
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Tips from the Trade 
 
 

Divide children into groups 
of 3 or 4. Each group will 
create a banner or flag that 
tells something about each 
member of the group.  One 
person from the group will 
share what the banner/flag 
says and the other 
members show the banner/
flag.  This is a great 
beginning of the year or 
summer activity. 
 

After reading a story to the 
students, ask the 5 W  
questions: who, what, when, 
where and why. 
 
After reading a story aloud, 
ask students to tell what 
happened in the beginning, 
the middle and the end.  
 
Pick a current event and 
have the group of students 
discuss their thoughts and 
opinions.  Praise students 
who use good listening and 
speaking skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Speaking and Listening Standards Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  

¶ Engage in collaborative discussions. 
¶ Communicate to summarize key ideas and details. 
¶ Report on a topic or text.  
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask 
students to:  

1. Participate in discussions about grade-level age-appropriate topics and text. 
2. Follow agreed upon rules (e.g., gaining attention, listening to others, turn-taking) 
3. Answer questions to contribute to the discussion. 
4. Communicate the main idea and details of text read aloud or presented in diverse formats. 
5. Ask or answer questions about key points from a speakerôs presentation.  
6. Communicate about a topic or event in the appropriate sequence. 
7. Add visual or audio displays to enhance a presentation. 
8. Communicate information specific to the purpose or audience.  



 

17  

Tips from the Trade 
 

Have students create the rules 
of discussion. [With your 
guidance] 
 
Table Topics: 
 
Divide students into small 
groups.  Each table will create 
a 3-4 minute conversation 
based on the topic they are 
given.  Students should include 
an opening which says what 
their topic is about, the 
important parts of the 
conversation with supporting 
details and a conclusion.  Each 
table could have the same 
topic or a different topic. Tables 
will share their conversation 
with the group. 

 
Topic Ideas: 
 

¶ What is your favorite family 
tradition? 

¶ Who is the best NFL, NHL, 
NBA, team in the country? 

¶ How can you stop bullying 
and teasing? 

 
Hint: Before you start a 
discussion, remind students to 
use the rules of discussion or 
review the rules with them.  If 
students consistently break 
rules, ask them what rules 
were broken during the 
discussion and how could they 
fix the problem.  If only one or 
two students are having 
difficulty, pull them aside later 
and ask them what rules they 
think they broke.] 

Speaking and Listening Standards Grades 6-8 

Something to think abouté 

The purpose of a good discussion is to work with others to come up with the best set of ideas or ways to deal with a situation.  
Examples of some rules for discussion. 

1. Think before you speak. 
2. Listen carefully to what others have to say. 
3. Do not interrupt when some one else is speaking. 
4. Make use of what others have to say when it is your turn to speak. 
5. Only say what you truly believe. 
6. Do not remain silent. Make sure to contribute to the discussion. 
7. Let other people speak. Do not hog the discussion. Once you are done speaking, let at least two other people talk before 
you speak again. 

8. Support good ideas that other people have, even if they are different from your own. 
9. Search for the best solution even if it is different from the way that you thought at first. 

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  

¶ Effectively engage in collaborative discussions. 

¶ Present information.  
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask 
students to:  

 
1. Participate in discussions about grade-level age-appropriate topics and 
text. 

2. Follow rules of discussion. 

3. Ask or answer questions to contribute to the discussion. 

4. Communicate the main ideas and supporting details of information  

       presented in diverse formats. 

1. Describe a speakerôs point of view or purpose. 

2. Communicate effectively to present information sequentially about a   
selected topic. 

3. Add multimedia components to enhance a presentation. 

4. Communicate multiple ideas or information specific to the purpose or  
audience.  
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Tips from the Trade 
 

Write a few sentences on 
chart paper that have errors 
in capitalization and 
punctuation. Let students  
use boo-boo tape 
[correction tape] to cover 
the mistake and write the 
correction on the tape.  
Young students love boo-
boo tape. 
 
Homographs are words that 
are spelled the same, but 
have different meanings 
and may have different 
pronunciations. Some 
examples are: 
 
does and does 
He does like to run. 
Does are female deer. 
 
wind and wind 
I can feel the wind in my 
hair. 
Wind up the string before it 
gets tangled. 
 
well and well 
Sam doesn't feel well today. 
Our neighbors are digging a 
new well. 
 

 

 

Google Learning Press for 

more ideas. 

Language Standards Grades K-2 

Something to think abouté 

At this age students do not need to know the word homograph [see Tips from the Trade].  It is only important they know words 

can be spelled the same, have different meanings, and may be pronounced differently. 

Notes: 

 
What is essential [most important] for students to know and be able to do 
to master this standard?  
¶ Demonstrate conventions of grammar when speaking or writing. 

¶ Demonstrate conventions of capitalization, punctuation and spelling when 
writing. 

¶ Acquire and use new vocabulary.  
 
        ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
 
Strategies and activities that will help students meet this standard. Ask 
students to:  

 

1. Use correct grammar  in writing or speaking including: 
a.Upper- and lower-case letters 
b. Common nouns, verbs and pronouns 
c. Question words 
d. Adjectives 
e. Simple sentences 

2. Identify capitalization and ending punctuation within a written sentence.  
3. Use context to identify new meanings of familiar words (e.g., go to the fair 
or play fair)  books that are read aloud and individual reading on the       
appropriate reading level. 

4. Sort words into categories or one or more characteristics. [Example: swans 
and ducks are birds] 

5. Use words learned through conversations when speaking.  


