
 

 

 
 
December 7, 2021 
 
Becky Ciminillo, Council Co-Chair 
Child Care Advisory Council  
 
Dear Mrs. Ciminillo: 
 
On behalf of the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS), I would like to thank the 
members of the Child Care Advisory Council (CCAC) for the dedication and expertise you bring to the 
field of early learning and child care throughout Ohio and for your commitment to the work of this 
Council. The Department has reviewed the Council’s recommendations and would like to provide the 
following information in response to your recommendation.  
 
ODJFS recognizes that the kinship and foster caregiver’s commitment to devote their lives to the children 
under their care can be a courageous, life-changing decision. Kinship and foster care offer much needed 
stability and familiarity for a child and assists with maintaining a child’s schedule and schooling, which is 
critical in protecting the emotional and physical needs of the child. The additional expense associated with 
this undertaking can be burdensome for families. 
 
As defined in Ohio Revised Code, in order for a family to be eligible for publicly funded child care 
(PFCC) for the child(ren) in their care, they must have a qualifying activity and meet the family income 
requirements, or the family must have a protective care case. The income and qualifying activity 
eligibility criteria apply to kinship and foster care families as well.  A change to Ohio Revised Code is 
needed to allow for a child placed in kinship or foster care to fall under the definition of protective care.  
 
The Council has highlighted an area of need for which ODJFS continues to seek out solutions. There is 
definitely a need to assist kinship and foster care families with newly acquired child care expenses and 
categorical eligibility is one avenue to consider. As we continue to move child care into the Ohio Benefits 
integrated eligibility system, consideration will be given to your recommendation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 






