
July 22, 2021 

Matt Damschroder, Director 
Ohio Department of Job & Family Services 
30 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
Dear Director Damschroder: 
 
We appreciate the opportunity through the Child Care Advisory Council (CCAC) to offer 
recommendations and assistance to the Office of Family Assistance on matters affecting the 
availability, affordability, and quality of early care and education. 
 
Currently, less than 10% of all counties in Ohio provide direct Child Care Assistance to parents 
who are foster or kinship parents and are over the 130% FPL for income assistance guidelines 
for new Child Care Applications. According to Child Care Aware of America’s 2017 
report, Parents and the High Cost of Child Care, child care is one of the biggest items in families’ 
monthly budgets. It is often higher than the cost of housing, college tuition, transportation, or 
food.  

This creates a financial disincentive for many Ohio residents to be foster parents or accept 
kinship placement, which inevitably results in a lack of available or suitable homes for the 
children in Ohio being removed from unsafe households. Children who are removed from their 
homes are first looked to be placed with relatives in kinship care, as all studies show this is the 
ideal placement first before foster homes. Many families would accept these children and keep 
them out of foster care, but can’t afford the financial cost of child care these placements would 
cause them. This directly leads to more children being place in foster care and the financial 
obligations to the state that comes with it. The lack of available and plentiful homes for these 
situations creates a financial strain on the state.  
 
In 2019, the number of children in foster care in Ohio was 16,387 and the number of children in 
kinship or other care was 10,991.  After discussion with OhioKAN, who is working directly with 
these children and families, it was found that the biggest concern/issue for parents in any of 
these categories was the ability to pay for child care based on current income standards.   By 
addressing this issue at it’s root, the state has the potential to lower the total amount of funds 
it pays out to assist such families at all the different stages of this process and have better 
outcomes for those children who are forced into these challenging situations. 
 
We propose that the state determine eligibility for children who are in foster care or kinship 
care (through Children’s Services Agency) by the child’s income only as their own assistance 
group(s) based for children under 18, as is currently done for Ohio Works First and Medicaid for 
children who are in the care of a non-biological parent.  With the transition of child care into 
the Ohio Benefits system that is starting this year it would add consistency to the eligibility 
process and the needs of the child as a whole.  

https://www.childcareaware.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/2017_CCA_High_Cost_Report_FINAL.pdf


 
On behalf of the CCAC, I appreciate your consideration of these suggestions and would 
welcome an opportunity to discuss these recommendations further. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Becky Ciminillo, Co-Chair 
Ohio Child Care Advisory Council 
 
cc:  Kara Wente, Asst. Director, ODJFS 
 Wanda Ellis, Deputy Director, OFA 
 Melinda Kowalski, Asst. Deputy Director, OFA 
 Tracey Chestnut, Chief, OFA 
   


