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STEP UP TO QUALITY UPCOMING CHANGES
Improvements are coming to Ohio’s Step Up 
To Quality (SUTQ) program. The goal of these 
improvements is to eliminate redundancy and 
unnecessary paperwork. Some changes include 
the following: 

• A reduction in the paperwork for programs at 
initial registration or when requesting a higher 
rating.

• Discontinuing the rating renewal process to 
make SUTQ ratings continuous.

• No longer requiring a school-age curriculum.

Be sure to get updates on this and other policy 
changes by signing up to receive notifications 
from the eManual. 

FREE CURRICULUM OFFERING
The SUTQ curriculum offerings have been 
revised. To request a free copy of “The Creative 
Curriculum and GOLD Assessment” , complete 
the JFS 01598, “Curriculum and Assessment 
Request for Step Up To Quality,” and email it 
to CurriculumRequest@jfs.ohio.gov. For more 
information regarding this assessment and 
curriculum, please visit teachingstrategies.com. 
The curriculum is available for infant, toddler, 
and preschool age groups. You may request one 
curriculum for each age group of children served 
in your program who are currently receiving 
publicly funded child care (PFCC). 

Please contact the Child Care Policy Helpdesk 
at childcarepolicy@jfs.ohio.gov or 1-877-302-
2347, option 4, if you have questions.

CHILD CARE STABILIZATION GRANTS

Ohio is making an additional $650 million in Child 
Care Stabilization Grants available to help child 
care programs defray unexpected business costs 
associated with the pandemic and to help stabilize 
operations. This is in addition to the $150 million 
in child care grants announced in December. 

Applications for Phase 1 sub-grants opened Dec. 
1, 2021, and will close on May 31, 2022. To 
ensure your application is considered, you must 
submit it prior to May 31, 2022. Applications for 
Phase 2 sub-grants opened Feb. 1, 2022, and will 
close on July 31, 2022. The Manual Procedure 
Letters and copies of the application are available 
at jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/CoronavirusAndChildcare.          

For a guidance document, user guide, and 
frequently asked questions, visit occrra.org. 
To watch a webinar, click here. If you have 
questions, email support@occrra.org or call 
1-877-547-6978.

Ready to start the process  
to become rated? 
Visit boldbeginning.ohio.gov for Step Up To 
Quality resources or contact your child care 
licensing specialist today!
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INTERESTING FACTS
Check out the history of child care and 
milestones throughout history.

Did you know that May 3 is National Two 
Different Colored Shoes Day? Encourage your 
children to wear two different colored shoes on 
May 3 to celebrate our uniqueness and introduce 
diversity! Search your local library for books 
about shoes, such as Pete the Cat: I Love My 
White Shoes by James Dean or Stand in My 
Shoes by Bob Sornson. Have fun exploring 
the different colors, sizes, and even smells our 
different shoes bring.  

June is National Zoo and Aquarium Month. Some 
zoos and aquariums may offer discounts this 
month. Can’t make it to the zoo? Contact your 
local library to see if they have any fun activities 
planned that your program can attend. The San 
Diego Zoo offers “watch and learn” videos, 
some with live cameras on your favorite animals! 
Monterey Bay Aquarium also offers live camera 
action, including live penguin feeding daily! If 
you can’t get to the zoo or aquarium, bring them 
to you with virtual options.

OHIO BENEFITS AND PUBLICLY
FUNDED CHILD CARE (PFCC) UPDATES
As shared in our last newsletter, Ohio is 
integrating PFCC eligibility into the Ohio 
Benefits system. Starting on March 28, 2022, 
the following five pilot counties will use Ohio 
Benefits to determine PFCC eligibility for new 
applications: Allen, Athens, Butler, Hamilton, and 
Medina. 

Families that live in those counties and wish to 
apply for PFCC may do so within Ohio Benefits.  
Families that have active Ohio Benefits accounts 
for other programs will be able to add PFCC 
benefits to their existing accounts. Families 
that prefer to use a paper application must use 
the JFS 07200, “Application for Cash, Food, 
Medical or Child Care Assistance,” if they live 
in a pilot county. Families in the remaining 83 
counties will begin using Ohio Benefits for new 
PFCC applications starting later this summer. 

Families with active PFCC cases will be added 
to the new system in two phases beginning this 
summer. More information will be provided in 
further newsletters.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INFORMATION
The federal Child Care Technical Assistance 
Network offers a variety of health and safety 
toolkits, information, trainings, and webinars 
for child care providers on its website. Topics 
include:

• Program safety

• Hand hygiene

• Cleaning procedures

• Pest management

• Toy safety

SAVE THE DATE!
Celebrate early learning by participating in 
The Week of the Young Child on April 2-8. 
To learn how your program can join in the 
celebrations, visit naeyc.org/events/woyc. 

The Ohio Association for the Education 
of Young Children’s Early Childhood 
Conference will be held April 27-30. 
For more details about this interactive, 
engaging, and fun virtual event, visit 
oaeyc.org/conference.

Teacher Appreciation Week will be May 
1-8. Start giving some thought to how 
you and your families can show your 
appreciation for your staff.
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APRIL IS CHILD ABUSE
PREVENTION MONTH
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. The Ohio 
Children’s Trust Fund – the state’s sole public 
funding source dedicated to preventing child 
abuse and neglect – is encouraging all adults to 
“Be a Hero in the Eyes of a Child – one simple 
act of encouragement at a time.” Throughout 
the month, the Trust Fund will highlight the 
impact that positive childhood experiences have 
on mitigating the lifelong effects of adverse 
childhood experiences. 

A free virtual kickoff program will be held at 10 
a.m. on April 7 featuring keynote speaker Mary 
Kreitz. Kreitz is a trauma therapist and training 
director at Child and Adolescent Behavior Health. 
Her presentation will focus on how adults can 
facilitate positive childhood experiences to 
promote healthy development and resiliency 
in the face of adversity. Also at the event, the 
winners of the Everyday Ohio Heroes Awards 
and Youth Art Contest will be honored. To 
register, click here.

Kreitz also will be the speaker at a free virtual 
“Lunch and Learn” presentation from noon to 1 
p.m. on Thursday April 14. To register for the 
“Lunch and Learn,” click here. 

The Ohio Children’s Trust Fund is developing 
a resource guide with free and inexpensive 
activities that parents and families can do to 
create opportunities for positive childhood 
experiences. For more information on Child 
Abuse Prevention Month activities, please visit 
OCTF.Ohio.gov.

.
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SELECTING TOYS
Play is a crucial part of children’s development. 
Too many toys can be overwhelming for young 
children and be a hindrance to quality play. Check 
out this article for more information.

FOSTERING POSITIVE
ATTITUDES IN CHILDREN
As a parent, it’s never easy to hear your child 
express negative thoughts or to see them wallow 
in negative feelings. The following article: “7 
Activities to Help Your Child Develop a Positive 
Attitude” gives helpful tips on how to assist your 
child through those challenging times.

HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION 
FROM THE OFFICE OF CHILD CARE’S 
NATIONAL CENTER ON EARLY 
CHILDHOOD QUALITY ASSURANCE
This webpage for families includes toolkits, 
informational webpages, trainings, and webinars. 
Topics include:

• Safe environments at home (including clean 
air, poisoning prevention, lead and radon 
exposure, marijuana, and gun safety)

• Hand hygiene

• Cleaning procedures

• Pest management

• Toy safety

Resources for Families
Please share this page with families enrolled in your program.
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