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Children of incarcerated parents are one of the targeted populations
identified in the New Strategic Vision for the Delivery of Youth Services
under the Workforce Investment Act (WIA).There is no WIA definition of
children of incarcerated parents, but the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services defines children of prisoners as children one or both of
whose parents are incarcerated in a federal, state, or local correctional
facility. The U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice, defines
children of incarcerated parents as juveniles who have a parent or legal
guardian who is or was incarcerated in a correctional facility or who is
otherwise under the jurisdiction of a federal, state, or local criminal justice
system.

Children of incarcerated parents are not documented; they are invisible,
and no government entity is responsible for them. Most states have no
procedure to identify and coordinate what happens to dependent children;
often, no one asks arrestees or prisoners if they have minor children. Even
if asked, they often distrust government and may withhold information
because they are afraid they might lose their parental rights and they don’t
know what will happen to their children.

Some Nationwide Statistics

A 2000 report by Mumola for the U.S. Department of Justice estimated that
inmates in state and federal prisons had 1,498,800 minor children.

i Report Highlights
 Parents in prison i+ Between 1991 and 1999, the number of minor
: 5 children with a parent in a state or federal prison
: rose from 936,500 to 1,498,800. :
e 22% of minor children with a parent in prison
were under 5 years old.
fe  Over 50% of prisoners reported having a child
under the age of 18.
*  48% of incarcerated parents said they had never
' been married.




Report Highlights (continued)

Children's living e About 90% of fathers in state prisons said their children lived with
: arrangements their mother.
: i+ 28% of mothers said the father was the children’s caregiver.

e 20% cited grandparents and other relatives as caregivers.

fe Only 2% had a child in foster care.

i Contact with e  40% of fathers and 60% of mothers reported weekly contact with

! parents in prison ! children.

: *  Over 50% reported no personal visits with their children.
*  Over 60% were incarcerated over 100 miles from their last place of
' residence.

Parents' offenses i Most parents in federal prisons were sentenced for violent crimes or
: drug trafficking.

e Those in state prisons were less likely to be violent offenders and

: more likely to serve a sentence for drug offenses.

i Parents' sentences i+  On average, 80 months in a state prison, |03 months in a federal
i prison.
i+ Fathers reported sentences 5 years longer than mothers.

Characteristics of Children of Incarcerated Parents

Children of incarcerated parents face many problems typical to at-risk youth (e.g., lack of positive
role models, unstable home life, poverty, poor school performance and participation). In addition,
however, children of incarcerated parents face a unique set of challenges.

Challenges for Children of Incarcerated Parents

:+  Five to six times more likely than their peers to be incarcerated themselves.
*  More likely to abuse substances and engage in antisocial behaviors.

ie Likely to drop out of school, run away, and become homeless.

* Suffer from a negative self-image, fear, anxiety, anger, resentment, and sadness.
* High levels of truancy, physical aggression, and disruptive behavior.

i*  Traumatized by separation, stigmatized by shame of having a parent in prison.

Networking to Identify Children of Incarcerated Parents

Presumably, many children of incarcerated parents need and are eligible for WIA youth services;
the problem is to identify them and make them aware of services available.Youth services
professionals can network with other

agencies and programs to identify children: Girl Scouts Beyond Bars
The Allen Correctional Institution in Lima, Ohio, hosts

e Most children live with the other the Daddies and Daughters chapter of Girl Scouts

parent, grandmother, or other relative, Beyond Bars. Funded by the Justice Department,
they may have been in the child welfare Girl Scouts Beyond Bars is the only scout troop that

or foster care system temporarily. unites fathers and daughters.All others bring mothers

+  State department of corrections and daughters together.The goal of the |4-year-old
programs may encourage relationships program is to establish a relationship between parent
between incarcerated parents and and child, in some cases where none existed before.
children.

* Homeless or runaway shelters have contact with children.
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*  Groups may conduct activities in prisons that involve children (e.g., advocate groups,
community organizations, service or faith-based organizations) may operate visitation
programs, scout groups, Bible studies; they can serve as referrals to children who are not
otherwise involved.

*  Groups may offer programs for incarcerated parents that do not involve children (e.g.,
parenting education or foster grandparenting); those groups may identify children through
their contact with parents.

Networking to Serve Children of Incarcerated Parents

Networking not only helps identify children of incarcerated parents; it also helps ensure that
children get the services they need to meet their individual needs.Youth services professionals
can:

* ldentify local agencies that serve children of incarcerated parents.

*  Share information about services available, youth served, and processes and procedures.
»  Establish working relationships with agency staff to ensure coordination and cooperation.
* Refer children from one agency to another based on the child’s needs.

The Real Challenge - Invisible Children

Unfortunately, networking has its limitations; the children that can be identified by networking are
those who are already being served in some way or other.There still remains the problem that
many children of incarcerated parents are invisible — because children may not be identified at the
time of arrest; because parents withhold information about children or have no contact with them;
because responsible agencies lose contact with children after services are terminated. Perhaps the
greatest challenge for WIA and other youth services professionals is to find a way to find those
invisible children of incarcerated parents.

Sources

Black, K.R. (n.d.). Report to the Children’s Services Commission. Jefferson City, MO: Missouri General
Assembly. Retrieved March |,2006 from
http://www.csc.mo.gov/reports/2003CSCcipreport.pdf.

Clemens, S.G. (2004). Children of incarcerated parents. San Francisco, CA: Author. Retrieved February
8,2006 from http://www.eceteacher.org/articles/chip.html.

Corporation for National and Community Service. (n.d.). Supporting children of incarcerated parents:
Senior Corps examples. Scotts Valley CA: Author. Retrieved February 9,2006 from http://www.
nationalserviceresources.org/filemanager/download/Support_Children_of Inmates.pdf.

Correctional Association of New York. (2005, March). Women in prison project. New York, NY:
Author. Retrieved February 8,2006 from
http://www.correctionalassociation.org/WIPP/publications/Families_Fact_Sheet 2005.pdf.

Eddy, ].M., & Reid, J.B. (2002, January). The antisocial behavior of the adolescent children of incarcerated
parents:A developmental perspective. Paper presented at the From Prison to Home conference,
Washington, DC. Retrieved February 8,2006 from
http://www.urban.org/Uploadedpdf/410631_AntisocialBehavior.pdf.

LearningWork Connection




Employment and Training Administration, U. S. Department of Labor. (2005, July). Crosswalk of key
federal program definitions and program policies. Washington, DC: Author. Retrieved April 27,
2006 from http://www.doleta.gov/ryf/PostForum/Crosswalk.pdf

Employment and Training Administration, U. S. Department of Labor. (2004). The Employment and
Training Administration’s (ETA’s) new strategic vision for the delivery of youth services under the
Workforce Investment Act. Training and Employment Guidance Letter 03-04.VWashington, DC:
Author. Retrieved February |3,2006, from
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=1589.

Girl Scouts bring father-daughter bonding behind bars. (2006, June 17). (n.p): Cable News Network.
Retrieved June 20,2006 from http://www.cnn.com/2006/LAW/06/ | 6/prison.dads.ap/index.html

Johnson, E.I., & Waldfogel, J. (2003). Where children live when parents are incarcerated. Policy Briefs 5.
Retrieved February 8,2006 from http://www.jcpr.org/policybriefs/vol5_num4.html.

Krisberg, B.A., & Temin, C.E. (2001, October). The plight of children whose parents are in prison.
NCCD Focus. Retrieved February 8,2006 from
http://www.nccd-crc.org/nced/pubs/2001 _focus_ plightofchildren.pdf.

Mumola, C.J. (2000, August). Incarcerated parents and their children. Washington, DC: U.S.
Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs. Retrieved February 8,2006 from
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/iptc.pdf.

N.C. Division of Social Services and the Family and Children’s Resource Program. (2002, January).
Working with children with parents in prison. Children’s Services Practice Notes 7. Retrieved
February 8,2006 from http://ssw.unc.edu/fcrp/Cspn/vol7_nol.htm

Reilly, J., & Martin, S. (n.d.) Children of incarcerated parents:What is the caregiver’s role? Reno, NV:
University of Nevada. Retrieved February 8,2006 from
http://www.canr.uconn.edu/ces/child/newsarticles/ CCC743.html.

San Francisco Partnership for Incarcerated Parents. (2003, September). Children of incarcerated
parents:A bill of rights. San Francisco, CA: Author. Retrieved February 8,2006 from
http://www.cwla.org/programs/incarcerated/billofrights.pdf.

Thigpen, M.L., Hunter, S.M., & Watson, B.P. (2002, February). Services for families of prison inmates.
Longmont, CO: U.S. Department of Justice, National Institute of Corrections. Retrieved
February 28,2006 from http://www.nicic.org/pubs/2002/017272.pdf.

U.S Department of Health and Human Services. (2006, February 28). Compilation of Titles IV-B, IV-E
and Related Sections of the Social Security Act. Washington, DC: Administration for Children &
Families. Retrieved February 28,2006 from
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/cblaws/safe2003.htm.

Virginia Commission on Youth. (2002). Children of incarcerated parents. Richmond,VA: Author.
Retrieved February 8,2006 from http://coy.state.va.us/docs/Incarcerated%20Parents.pdf.

--k;" \‘
Youthwork Information Briefs are sponsored by Ohio ampe
Department of Job and Family Services - ODJFS, Office of Workforce Job l\\\
Development, Bureau of Workforce Services.
& Family

SERVICES

LearningWork Connection



