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Alien vs. Immigrant vs. Refugee

REFUGEE

UNDOCUMENTED



Definitions

m Alien — any non-U.S. citizen or national

B [mmigrant — someone who comes to U.S. with
plans to live here permanently

m Refugee - someone outside his or her country of
nationality who is unable or unwilling to return
to or have the protection of that country
because of persecution or a well-founded fear of
persecution, on account of race, religion,
nationality, membership in a particular social
group ot political opinion



Classes of Refugees




Definitions

m Classes of Refugees

= Asylee - a person granted asylum in the U.S. Meets
the definition of refugee, but has made their way to
the U.S. some other way and applied for the status in

the U.S.

# Cuban/Haitian Entrant — an individual from Cuba
or Haiti who:

m [s granted parole status as a Cuban/Haitian Entrant (Status
Pending) or a Cuban or Haitian national paroled into U.S,;

m [s subject to removal, departure or exclusion proceedings
under the Immigration and Nationality Act; or

m Has an application for asylum pending and with respect to
whom a final, nonappealable, and legally enforceable order
of removal, deportation or exclusion has not been entered.



Definitions

m Classes of Refugees, cont.

m Victim of Human Trafficking — a person who,
through the use of force, fraud or coercion, was
victim of sex or labor tratficking.

= Amerasian —Vietnamese alien fathered by a U.S.
citizen between 1962-1975 and his/her spouse and
children, mother, siblings, etc.

m Iraqi or Afghan Special Immigrant (SIV) -
Classification for certain individuals and their
families from Iraq or Afghanistan who helped the
U.S. military.



Overview

m A Refugee’s Journey
= Homeland to foreign country
= UNHCR — International agency for refugees

m Federal Agencies Involved
m USCIS — Department of Homeland Security
m Department of State

m Department of Health and Human Services
= Office of Refugee Resettlement

m Free Cases versus Family Reunification Cases

m Travel LLoan



Overview cont.

m A Refugee’s Journey continued

= Voluntary Agencies (VOLAGS) — National who has
agreement with DOS to provide R&P services

m Resettlement Agency (RA) — Local atfiliate who does
the ground work
m Not financially responsible (“sponsors”)
= ODJES — responsible for state refugee resettlement
program

m CDJES — responsible for administering refugee
benefits programs



Goals of the U.S. Refugee
Resettlement Program

m Refugees will achieve selt-sutficiency and
integration within the shortest time period after
arriving in the United States.

= Employment/Self-Sufficiency — 1°¢ Priority

m Must participate in employment services within 30 days of
receipt of cash assistance

® English Language Training — 2°¢ Priotity
m Should be concurrent with job search activities

m Cannot be pursued in place of an offer of employment



How Many Refugees Come to Ohio?

m [n FFY 2013: 2,814 refugees and Iraqi/Afghan SIV’s were
resettled in Ohio

m Bxpecting 2,825 arrivals in FFY 2014

m 98.8% of refugees who arrived between October 2006 and June
2013 were resettled in Franklin, Cuyahoga, Summit, Montgomery
and Hamilton counties

= We do not receive information on secondary migrant
refugees, asylees or Cuban/Haitian Entrants. We identify
and report these to ORR to draw funding. Most recent data
match (based on FFY 2011-12 data):
m 737 Secondary migrant refugees
m 411 Asylees
m 3 Cuban/Haitian Entrants
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Wherte

are Ohio’s Refugees Coming

From?
Country # Ohio Refugee |% of Ohio Arrivals
Arrivals FFY13 FFY13
Bhutan 1,192 42%0
Somalia 501 18%
[raq 447 16%
Burma 215 8%0

% Arrivals from other countries include: Eritrea, Dem. Rep.
Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Burundi, Nepal, Rwanda, Afghanistan,
Colombia, Congo, Iran, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, India, Ecuador,
Moldova, Bangladesh, Georgia, Ivory Coast, Jordan and

/imbabwe
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Refugees and Public Benetfits

m Refugees are eligible for cash, food and medical
assistance to the same extent as U.S. citizens,
except for a limited time period beginning with
the date of entry/date status granted.

® Ohio Works First (OWE) — 5 years (36 month

maximum)
® Medicaid — 7 years
m SSI — 7 years

m Food Assistance - unlimited

12



Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA)

m Cash assistance for refugees who are not
eligible for OWT or SSI, typically single
adults or childless couples

m Available for the first 8 months after the
entry date

B Same income requirements and payment level

as OWF
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Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA)

m Medical assistance for refugees who are not
eligible for any category of Medicaid, typically
single adults or childless couples

m Available for the first 8 months after entry date

m Same scope of services as Medicaid, need
standard 1s 100% FPL

®m Once found eligible for Medicaid or RMA,
refugees are eligible for RMA for 8 months after

date of arrival, even if the refugee gets a job

m Also covers Refugee Health Screening
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Refugee Social Services
Program (RSSP)

m  Employment services program for refugees for first five years
from entry date. Services may include:

Employment Services, e.g., employability plan, job search and placement

Employment Assessment Services and On-The-Job Training

English Language Instruction

Vocational Training

Skills Certification

Day Care, Transportation, and Translation/Interpreter Services related to
employment; Employment Case Management; and Assistance in
Obtaining Employment Authorization Documents

=  Employable refugees must participate if they are receiving RCA
® No income ot resoutrce requirements

m  Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, Montgomery and Summit
counties receive RSSP allocation
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Refugee Targeted Assistance
Program (TAP)

m TAP services are the same as RSSP and are intended to
assist refugees obtain employment within one year's
participation in the program and to achieve self-

sufficiency.
m Priorities for service are:

m (Cash assistance recipients, particularly long-term recipients;
= Unemployed refugees not recetving cash assistance; and

= Employed refugees in need of services to retain employment
of to attain economic independence.

m Franklin county qualifies for this allocation
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Services to Older Refugees Program

m Goals of program:

m Ensure that refugees aged 60 and above are linked to
mainstream aging services in their community;

= Provide appropriate services to all older refugees that are not
currently being provided in the community;

= Create opportunities to enable older refugees to live
independently as long as possible; and

= Develop services for or link older refugees to naturalization
services, especially for those who have lost or are at risk of
losing Supplemental Security Income and other Federal
benefits.
m Current contracts with Franklin County Area Office on
Aging and Jewish Family Services in Cleveland
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Refugee School Impact Program

m Goal is to support impacted school districts with the funds
necessary to pay for activities that will lead to the effective
integration and education of refugee children.

m Services target school-age refugees between the ages of five (5)
and 18 years of age with program activities that include:
m English as a Second Language instruction
m  After-school tutorials

m Programs that encourage high school completion and full participation in
school activities

After-school and/or summer clubs and activities
Parental involvement programs

Bilingual/bicultural counselors

Interpretation and translation services

m Current contracts with Cuyahoga, Franklin and Summit County

Educational Service Centers
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Refugee Preventive Health Program

m Program objectives are to reduce the spread of
infectious disease, treat any current ailments and
promote preventive health practices for good health to
facilitate refugees’ full participation in activities that
encourage self-sufficiency and integration.

m Activities include information and referral to local
health centers/clinics and Medicaid providers, and
follow—up Services to ensure appropriate treatment.

= Contracts with local refugee resettlement agencies

m The program also supports health education and
orientation.

m Health education DVD
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Refugee Services Contact
Information

Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
Office of Family Assistance

Refugee Services Section

P.O. Box 183204
Columbus, OH 43218-3204
Phone: (614) 466-4815
Policy Question E-Mail: REFUGEE @jfs.ohio.gov
Web Address: www.jfs.ohio.gov/refugee
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