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      Revised 10/01/11 
 

 
MORROW COUNTY 

PREVENTION, RETENTION, CONTINGENCY (PRC) PLAN 
 
A. PRC SERVICES ARE SERVICES: 

1. that are not forms of ongoing OWF (TANF) assistance. 
2. that have no direct monetary value to an individual family and that do not involve implicit or 

explicit income support, or 
3. that are initiated to help stabilize a family’s employment, whether ongoing or new, or help 

them to meet participation rates by removing barriers.  The maximum time period in a 
period of eligibility that a service can be authorized for a family which covers their ongoing 
basic needs, such as food, clothing, shelter, utilities, household goods, personal care items 
and general incidental expenses, is four (4) months without it being considered ongoing 
assistance. 

4. The maximum assistance that can be authorized is listed in Appendices I and II, not to 
exceed a total of $750.00 unless otherwise specified.  

5. PRC is funding of last resort and will be authorized only after other options are exhausted. 
  
B. PRC ASSISTANCE GROUPS: 

1. A PRC Assistance Group (PRC AG) is a group of individuals containing at least one minor 
child (including a minor child under age 18 unless in high school, who is then eligible up to 
age 19) and treated as a unit for the purposes of determining eligibility for the PRC 
Program. Pregnant women with no other children are also eligible.  We will use the two-
person Federal Poverty Guidelines (FPG) for a pregnant women with no other children.   A 
non-custodial parent who has responsibility for the support of one or more minor child(ren) 
who are Morrow County residents and/or has a Morrow County child support order will be 
eligible if their county of residence does not offer the needed service. Child-only OWF 
Assistance Groups are eligible.  AGs under a sanction will be considered for Work-Related 
PRC only if they have obtained employment. 

 
2. Targeted Assistance Groups for Help Me Grow: Families being terminated from OWF cash 

assistance, Medicaid, or Food Stamps with a first child under the age of six months, who 
were recipients of OWF, Medicaid or Food Stamps at the time of enrollment into the Help 
Me Grow Program, may continue to receive Help Me Grow services until their first child 
turns the age of six months.  All continued Help Me Grow services will be funded through 
the  Help Me Grow Grant funds.  

 
C. ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION: 
Eligibility for PRC is dependent upon the PRC AG’s demonstration and verification of the need for 
financial assistance and/or services, and whether the county determines that provision of PRC will 
satisfy the need.  In order for the PRC AG to be found eligible, the PRC AG’s income must be at or 
below specified percentages of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) updated annually.  PRC is 
available to assistance groups until they receive the monetary cap OR 24 months from date of 
application, whichever comes first.    Families receiving assistance under another program may 
receive PRC assistance, with the exception of those PRC services for which specific restrictions 
apply. 
 
The county is responsible for using objective criteria when determining eligibility and approving or 
denying the application within five (5) business days after the receipt of all verifications and 
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determination of eligibility. The application process will be completed in a fair and equitable manner 
and eligibility will be carefully evaluated on a case-by-case basis.  If the verifications are not 
obtainable due to loss from disasters (such as fire or flood), good cause may be given and client 
statement will be used as a statement of fact.  Immediate needs, and whether or not the PRC 
Program can be of benefit, will be determined by the County Job and Family Services (CJFS). 
Under this program, an assistance group, that includes at least one minor child or a pregnant 
woman, and meets the program’s eligibility requirements, may receive customized assistance, 
goods, or services, as determined by the CJFS.  This program is designed to help people overcome 
immediate barriers to achieving or maintaining self-sufficiency and personal responsibility, thereby 
preventing the need for ongoing public assistance.  However, the fact that an ongoing Medicaid, 
OWF, or DA assistance group is active is not a determining factor in the consideration of eligibility 
for the PRC Program, except as restricted in the definitions of programs and services.  In addition, 
the CJFS will inform individuals about other programs, i.e. Medicaid and Food Stamps, that are 
available and hearing rights that are applicable. 
 
PRC assistance will be authorized with the expectation that the PRC AG’s family situation will be 
stabilized due to services provided.  These services will prevent them from reliance on, and divert 
them from, ongoing cash assistance, helping them to retain the employment they have or assist 
them at the point of new employment to make the need for ongoing cash unnecessary and to 
achieve self sufficiency.  Assistance issued can also start them in a job that reduces their cash 
benefits and helps them to meet participation rates. 
 
All income which has been received by any member of the PRC AG during the 60-day budget 
period is considered when determining financial need.  The only income exemption to be 
considered is earned income received by minor dependent children under age 18, or under age 19 
if they are full-time students and have not yet graduated from high school.  The 60-day budget 
period begins 30 days prior to the date of application and extends 30 days beyond the application 
date.  The income received during this period is used in the computation of financial eligibility.  This 
includes all income which is normally exempt or disregarded when determining eligibility for OWF, 
DA or Medicaid.  For victims of domestic violence who have no income on the date of application 
and who do not have access to bank accounts, as determined on a case-by-case basis, the budget 
period will be the date of application. 
 
With the above exceptions, the total gross income, both earned and unearned, of all the PRC AG 
members must be counted.  There are no deductions or exclusions allowed from any type of 
countable income.  Written or verbal verification of income is required.  For any verification which is 
obtained by phone, there must be clear documentation in the PRC AG record concerning the name 
and position of the supplier of the information, the date the verification was obtained, the amount of 
the verified income, and the name of the individual who obtained the verification. 
 
The gross amount of the PRC AG’s countable income is totaled and compared to the amount which 
is the applicable maximum percentage of the FPG for each program component for the PRC AG 
size.  If the total PRC AG income is equal to or less than the percentage of the FPG for the PRC AG 
size, the PRC AG meets the income requirement. 
 
PRC AGs who contain these individuals are ineligible: 
1) Individuals with any outstanding fraud overpayment balance, or who are currently disqualified 

due to Intentional Program Violation; 
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2) Families who do not use their own resources to help meet their need; 
3) PRC AGs which include individuals who have quit a job without a good cause and as defined 

by the CJFS, within 30 days prior to the date of the PRC application; 
4) PRC AGs who indicate a pattern of application for assistance for PRC payments; 
5) Individuals who falsify a PRC Application; 
6) Individuals who fail to cooperate with any service plan connected to their PRC Assistance; 
7) Individuals who are on strike. 
 
The PRC AG’s members must complete, sign and date the application form for Prevention, 
Retention, and Contingency to request PRC.  The PRC AG will also sign an Agency-created PRC 
contract detailing their rights and responsibilities at the time of approval for PRC services. 
 
D. EXPLORING COMMUNITY RESOURCES: 
Every effort must be made to explore the availability of resources within the local community prior to 
the authorization of PRC.  For the purposes of PRC, the community could be defined to include 
areas beyond the county’s boundaries.  A PRC AG is required to apply for and utilize any program, 
benefit, or support system which may reduce or eliminate the presenting need.  County personnel 
determining eligibility for PRC should be aware of community resources which may be utilized to 
help meet the need.  The PRC application provides a section for written documentation of the 
agency’s attempt to locate and utilize community resources. 
 
E. FAMILY PRESERVATION AND REUNIFICATION SERVICES: 
MCJFS may provide the following family preservation and reunification services to a child and his 
parent, guardian or custodian as the agency determines necessary, and subject to the availability of 
funds: 
Diagnostic Services   Emergency Assistance  Case Management 
Therapeutic Counseling  Parent Education   Transportation 
      (not medical)    Home-based Services  Day Treatment 
Placement Prevention  Post-finalization Services  Emergency Caretakers, 
and other services which, in the judgment of the Morrow County staff, will prevent the need to 
remove a child from his or her home, or to facilitate reunification of a child with his or her family. 
 
 
F. AMOUNTS AND TYPES OF ASSISTANCE: 
PRC payments are limited to the amount actually required to meet the presenting need.  Any 
number of payments can be made as long as they are made to meet distinctive, nonrecurring 
needs. 
 
Once eligibility for PRC is established, the worker designated by the CJFS to determine eligibility for 
PRC will authorize and generate payment for the assistance, goods, and/or services.  Authorization 
may occur at any time during a period beginning on the date that PRC is approved.  As long as 
payment is authorized within the appropriate period, actual payment may be made to vendors 
according to the procedures in place at the MCJFS.  All PRC payments are made by the CJFS to 
the vendor or PRC AG.  The county must ensure that its policies meet all auditing requirements.   
 
All PRC services are dependent upon the availability of funds. 
 
Notice of Approval/Denial: If it is determined that an application for PRC is approved, the CJFS 
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shall mail, or otherwise deliver, the ODHS 4074, Notice of Approval of Your Application for 
Assistance. and If it is determined that an Application for PRC is denied, the CJFS shall mail, or 
otherwise deliver the ODHS 7334, Notice of Denial of Your Application for Assistance. 
 
G. AMENDMENT: 
This agreement can be amended upon recommendation of the Director of the Morrow County Job 
and Family Services. The amendment will be effective immediately, unless another date is specified 
in the amendment. 
 
 
 
                                      10-01-11  

Director                                                                                         Date 
 
 

 


