
 

 

Family Assistance Letter #137 
OFFICE OF FAMILY ASSISTANCE 

May 22, 2014 
 
TO:  Directors, County Departments of Job and Family Services 
 
FROM: Kara B. Wente, Deputy Director 

Office of Family Assistance 
 
SUBJECT: FFY 2011 TANF Work Participation Rate - Corrective Compliance Plan 
 
On April 15, 2014, Ohio received notification of its failure to meet the all-family work 
participation rate for federal fiscal year (FFY) 2011 and of a potential $85,146,237 penalty to 
the State Family Assistance Grant (i.e. TANF).  Based on the fact that the Administration for 
Children and Families (ACF) has denied Ohio's request for reasonable cause for similar 
failures in FFY 2008 and FFY 2009 and more importantly, because preliminary data 
indicates that Ohio met the TANF all-family participation rate in FFY 2012, Ohio has 
decided to forego another request for reasonable cause and instead, has voluntarily entered 
into a corrective compliance plan. 
 
Because Ohio has chosen to submit a corrective compliance plan, it must include in the plan 
a list of measures that the State will take to ensure compliance.  The measures described in 
the FFY 2011 plan are the same as those submitted in the FFY 2007 corrective compliance 
plan, which can be found in Family Assistance Letter #108.  The recently approved 
corrective compliance plans for FFY 2008, 2009 and 2010 are substantially the same with 
one exception, the reinstatement of the Ohio Works Now program for the months of May and 
June, which is outlined below: 
 
Ohio Works Now - Separate State Program 
In an effort to improve low-income working families’ access to nutritious food, on May 23, 
2014, Ohio will reinstate the state-sponsored program called Ohio Works Now.  Ohio Works 
Now will provide a small supplemental TANF-funded food assistance benefit to employed 
TANF-eligible needy families with children in addition to the food assistance benefits the 
families already receive.  The families must have a work-eligible individual with a minor 
child, and be employed sufficient hours to meet the TANF work participation requirement for 
that family. 
 
Ohio Works Now benefits are food assistance benefits, not cash assistance benefits.  They 
will be loaded onto families’ Ohio Direction Cards and must be spent only as permitted by 
Ohio's Food Assistance Program.  However, the families participating in the program will be  
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included for potential reporting for the state's work participation rate under the category of a 
separate state program funded with state maintenance-of-effort funds. 
 
As in 2012, the Ohio Works Now program is completely automated and will require no 
worker action other than answering client inquiries about the program.  Families will not 
have to apply for the Ohio Works Now benefit.  Eligibility for the benefit will be determined 
each month based on data in the CRIS-E eligibility system.  This program will issue a benefit 
of $10.00 a month in state-funded food assistance benefits to employed needy families with 
children who are already in receipt of federal food assistance.  Further details regarding the 
program are attached. 
 
Compliance 
Preliminary data provided by ACF indicates that Ohio's FFY 2012 all-family work 
participation rate exceeded the target rate for that year.  Once the FFY 2012 rates are 
published Ohio expects to be released from all potential penalties.  However, sustaining 
compliance requires continued focus on the work participation rates and connecting Ohio’s 
families with meaningful training and employment.  The Ohio Works Now program is being 
reinstated to ensure compliance in FFY 2014, but will only be beneficial if each county 
continues to maintain or exceed their current commitment and dedication to the work 
participation rates.   
 
If you have any questions about this letter, please contact Ben Anderson at (614) 752-3531 or  
Benjamin.Anderson@jfs.ohio.gov.  
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