
 

 

Family Assistance Letter #136 
OFFICE OF FAMILY ASSISTANCE 

March 31, 2014 
 
TO:  Directors, County Departments of Job and Family Services  
 
FROM: Kara B. Wente, Deputy Director  
  Office of Family Assistance  
 
SUBJECT: Step Up To Quality Implementation for Type B Home Providers  
 
Background: 
In December 2011, Ohio was awarded the Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge Grant 
(ELCG) with a goal to improve the quality of programs that serve high needs children from 
birth to five years of age. Included in this grant is the requirement to allow all settings, 
including Type B Home providers, to participate in the state’s tiered quality rating and 
improvement system, Step Up To Quality.  Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) identifies standards 
that exceed licensing health and safety standards that focus on working with families and all 
aspects of a child’s development.  Effective July 2014, Type B Home providers will have the 
opportunity to begin participating in SUTQ.  
 
Type B Home Provider SUTQ Inspections: 
To assist with the implementation of SUTQ for Type B Home providers, ODJFS and the 
Ohio Department of Education are working to develop, with input from county staff and 
providers, the Ohio Child Licensing and Quality System (OCLQS).  OCLQS is a web-based 
data system that will allow: 

 Providers to register for SUTQ; 
 Providers to submit information and documentation electronically for licensing and 

SUTQ;  
 Automated desk reviews; and  
 Support on-site inspections.   

 
All licensing and quality compliance information will be housed in this centralized data 
system and reported to the public in a consistent manner for all programs and settings that are 
licensed by the two departments. 
 
It is anticipated that the OCLQS will be fully functional in the spring of 2015.  Therefore, 
state fiscal year (SFY) 2015 will be a transitional year where the Ohio Department of Job and 
Family Services (ODJFS) will partner with the county agencies to complete the SUTQ 
inspections.  
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Implementation Overview: 
ODJFS will perform SUTQ inspections of Type B Home providers beginning in July 2014.  
This responsibility will fully transfer to the county agencies in Spring 2015 with ODJFS 
oversight.   ODJFS is trying to be strategic with the transition of this function so that 
sufficient training and mentoring of county staff can occur prior to the transition of 
responsibility.   
 
Attached is a draft implementation and transition plan which provides a schedule for training 
and collaborative activities.  As we implement these changes, we appreciate your flexibility 
and understanding.  ODJFS will utilize various methods to provide updates, such as 
additional family assistance and technical assistance letters, the Ohio Job and Family 
Services Directors’ Association child care subcommittee meetings, Child Care Advisory 
Council meetings and the monthly video conferences.   
 
Please contact Alicia Leatherman at (614) 466-3698 or via e-mail at 
alicia.leatherman@jfs.ohio.gov if you have any questions or concerns.  We look forward to 
working with you to improve the quality of Ohio’s child care system. 
 
  
cc: Cynthia C. Dungey, Director   Joel Potts, OJFSDA 

Michael McCreight, Assistant Director Suzanne Dulaney, CCAO 
ODJFS Deputy Directors   Kim Bridges, OCDA 
Family Assistance Staff   Crystal Allen, PCSAO 

 
 


