
Office for Children and Families 
Executive Leadership Committee 

May 19, 2005 
255 East Main Street, 3rd Floor, Columbus, Ohio 

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Members  Present   Members  Present   
Barbara Riley      Jim Smith   
Fred Williams  X    Chip Spinning 
Rick Smith  X    Donald Wake   
Crystal Allen  X    Terry Miller  X 
Buzz Long      Dean Sparks  X 
Loretta Adams      Bruce Anderson X   
Suzanne Alexander     Jim Beard   
Kim Newsome     Jim McCafferty X    Sandra Holt 
John Saros  X    Suzanne Burke 
Rhonda Reagh      Tom Schied  
Kevin Holt          Julie Mogavero X   
Michael Trivisonno X    Connie Humble X 
 
OCF Staff:  Present   OCF/ODJFS Staff Present 
Terrie Hare      Sally Pedon  - 
Joan Van Hull  X    Dennis Blazey  X 
Nancy DeRoberts X    Fran Rembert  X 
Evelyn Bissonnette     Jessie Tower  X 
Cara Pasqualone Lee     Kristin Gilbert  X 
Linda Ciciretto X    Randi Lewis  X 
 
Welcome and Introductions: 
Rick Smith opened the meeting and announced that the new Assistant Director for Services to 
Families, Fred Williams, would be joining the meeting later.  He asked for additions to the 
agenda and Julie asked for MEPA to be added and an update from Dennis about the budget was 
requested.   
 
New ELC Subcommittee for Licensing: 
Rick announced that HB 11 added county seats for the Child Care Advisory Council.  As a 
result, this ELC will address only child welfare and adult protective services issues.  The 
counties have not been selected for the new seats yet.   
 
Crystal Allen said that the Elder Task Force has counties serving on it that might like to be 
invited to this ELC.  Julie Mogavero said that in Hocking County the CSB handles adult 
protective services.  Crystal said that PCSAO would like to be thought of if the work of the Elder 
Abuse Task Force continues and Rick said that he would report out on Adult Protective Services 
at the ELC.  
 
Rick said that foster care licensing has not been addressed in the ELC meetings and that the OCF 
wants to create a subcommittee of this ELC that will be co-chaired by Penny Wyman and include 
private agencies.  There was much discussion about this proposal and the ELC members 
expressed that they were hesitant to start such a group.  There was agreement that there is a need 
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for public agency and private agencies to sit together and talk.  Crystal said that PCSAO was 
scheduling regional meeting between public and private agencies to discuss relationship issues, 
but a decision on the creation of this new subcommittee was tabled for a future meeting as the 
members want more detail about the reason behind the purpose and need.  OCF will share the 
details in a document. 
 
Strike at Franklin CSB: 
John Saros talked about the ongoing strike by Frankin County CSB employees. 
 
Introduction of Fred Williams: 
Fred Williams joined the group.  Introductions were made and he spoke about his 33 plus years 
of experience in public service, which includes 22 years at MR-DD at the state and local 
(Montgomery County) level.  Prior to that he did research at OSU involving disadvantaged 
populations.  
 
IV-D Interface: 
Jessie Tower discussed issues around the IV-D interface and concerns.  She said that in 
December the department received concerns from PCSAs about access to SETS and 
subsequesntly conducted visits at Montgomery and Lorain counties to determine what the needs 
were for access to these systems for IV-E.  It was concluded that while agencies relied on 
information contained in SETS, that information was not necessary for IV-E eligibility 
determinations.  The department did submit a waiver request to HHS but no waiver was granted 
for  opening access to PCSA staff.  A draft memo about the Title IV-E/Title IV-D Collaboration 
was distributed.  (The letter was subsequently released to the county agencies on May 26th).  
There was much discussion on this topic.  John and Bruce Anderson both said that their agencies 
use SETS for child support issues.  There was  discussion that the CSEAs don't want to do the 
PCSA child support work and that the PCSAs are not getting attention to their referrals.  Rick 
said that he would talk to Joe Pilat about this problem.  Randi Lewis advised that the feds have 
said that particular CRIS-E screens can be used for IV-E, but that Medicaid/HIPPA have higher 
standards and due to the way our systems are set up and the planned interface when SACWIS 
(which will also contain health information) is up between all three systems is a concern.  The 
department is continuing to explore the security issues. 
 
Beyond the Numbers Update: 
Kristin Gilbert distributed a handout entitled "Beyond the Numbers" and discussed the 
collaboration with the Juvenile Judges Association.  She said that District 2 judges let by Judge 
Sikora had and excellent judicial turnout at their recent meeting.  Only about half of the judges 
participated in the District 6 meeting.  The judges were encouraged to have a conversation with 
their PCSAs about "the numbers". She said that there is a state level group that is putting 
together some products, such as a benchbook, guidelines, checklists for courts to use and she 
requested that if any PCSA knows of any good documents, please pass them on to her.  This 
group has decided to use the Resource Guidelines put out by the ABA as the basis for an Ohio 
specific publication.  She will try to get copies of it for each PCSA.  This resource will be 
unveiled at the Family Court Forum in Cleveland in October.  Kristin announced that the 
Subcommittee on Responding to Child Abuse, Neglect and Dependency , chaired by Barbara 
Riley, is working on a "parental rights" brochure that will be used to fulfill a PIP requirement.  It 
will also incorporate  the CAPTA requirement for advisement of the 4th and 14th amendment 
rights.  Kristin asked that PCSAS be sure to respond to a  "Court Improvement Survey" that is 
coming out. 
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CPOE Stage 5: 
Joan Van Hull distributed CPOE Stage 5 data and advised that Stage 6 will begin in October due 
to the revision of the OAC and a realignment of the time frame so that reviews will be conducted 
in line with the CFSRs.  Completions of initial Case Plans and parental participation is low and 
analysis is being done to determine why.  John said that his agency sees an increase in the 
intensity of resistance from the families since ASFA.  Joan said that MEPA monitoring will be 
added in Stage 6, but since the CARP require MEPA monitoring, for some  agencies the MEPA 
monitoring will occur separate and apart from Stage 6 due to the Stage 6 scheudles. 
 
Adoption Incentives: 
Dennis Blazey went over possible SACWIS subsidies and distributed a draft policy on how we 
might begin to move on this.  He then discussed adoption incentives.  He indicated that there will 
be $3.5 million TANF money available for Adoption Incentives in '06.  He said that because it's 
TANF money it comes with quirks, such as needing to be used to promote two-parent families or 
to support single needy parents. .He said that the AdoptOhio incentive is gone.  Dean Sparks 
wants to revisit the dedication of adoption incentives to Cuyahoga and Franklin.  It was decided 
that a subcommittee will be formed to recommend how the incentive money will be used.  It will 
be chaired by Rhonda Abban  and members will include Crystal, Julie, Bruce, Dean, Kim Toler 
of Franklin, and representatives from Cuyahoga and Summit. 
 
Kinship Subsidy Program: 
Crystal discussed the Kinship Subsidy that is in the proposed budget and a handout of the 
proposed language was distributed. Beth Kowalcsyk and Jane Frye from the Office of Family 
Stability joined the group for this discussion.  Crystal said that the House version has put in $10 
million in TANF money per SFY 06 and 07 for the program  Over the past 5 years, Ohio's data 
shows that there were 2200 children in unlicensed care per year for at least 6 months.  Crystal 
will be sending this information out to the PCSAs.  The subsidy will give kinship caregivers the 
opportunity to receive a one time incentive payment when they assume custody of a child as well 
as other payments that would be limited to a 3 year duration.  The PCSAs will administer this 
program.  PCSAO will work with the department to develop the program and issue any rules.  
Concern was expressed about the number of children who go back and forth between the 
agencies and homes of various relatives that will need to be addressed. 
 
ProtectOhio Expansion: 
Crystal also opened a discussion on ProtectOhio expansion.  We are in year 8 of ProtectOhio. 
One of the barriers to expansion is that the deparment has no apparent money to pay for an 
expanded evaluation.  Director Riley has a strong interest in searching for a solution for the 
evaluation..  Dennis will be asking HHS in June what they are looking for and hopes for an 
honest conversation about what it will take to get approval to continue. 
 
SACWIS Update: 
Nancy DeRoberts led a discussion regarding the final Security Approach for Ohio’s SACWIS 
and Central Registry.  It was presented that SACWIS will be a uniformed, centralized child 
welfare database and a separate Central Registry will no longer exist.  Unsubstantiated reports 
will continue to be "expunged" for the purposes of authorized background checks in accordance 
with CAPTA and HB 11.  PCSA staff will have access to all historical and current data that 
resides in the database for the purposes of informed decision making..  ORC 5101.99 specifies 
criminal penalties (Fourth degree misdemeanor) for violations of SACWIS security.   John Saros 
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wants to be sure that there are criminal penalties for any misuse of SACWIS date and stated that 
prosecution will be important.  Concerns were expressed regarding private agencies access to 
SACWIS information. 
 
Deferred Topics 
The issues of MEPA and CFSA numbers were not addressed because of time constraints. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: 
June 16, 2005 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
OCF 3rd floor Video Conference Room 
255 E. Main St. 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
 


