AdoptOHIO Statistics

As of October 2004, there were 3,049 children whose parent's biological rights have been
terminated and are currently residing in foster care settings waiting to be adopted. This
number represents a five percent decrease from the nearly 3,242 children who were
previously awaiting adoptive families in October of 2003.
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The decrease in the number of children available for adoption may be responsible for the
dlight decrease in the number of children adopted over the last few years. During federal
fiscal year (FFY) 2003 (October 1, 2002 - September 30, 2003), Ohio finalized 2,253
adoptions. In FFY 2004, (October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004), Ohio finalized 2,034
adoptions.
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Who are these children waiting for adoptive familiesin Ohio? Although children are
waiting in all age groups, the majority of children waiting are between 10-17 years old.
Approximately 71% of the children are in the custody of Ohio's eight largest counties
(Butler, Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, Lucas, Montgomery, Stark and Summit).
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Males make up 55 percent of the waiting children population and females make up the
remaining 45 percent.
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During FFY 2004, more Caucasian children were adopted than African American
children. Caucasian children made up 50 percent of the waiting children while African
American children accounted for 48 percent. The remaining 2 percent of waiting children
were Native American and Asian/Pacific Islander.
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For public children service agencies, a child can only be adopted after the juvenile court
has granted permanent custody to the agency. For children who were in permanent
custody status during FFY 2004, 43 percent had been in permanent custody one year or
less; 32 percent had been in custody for one to two years; 12 percent had been in custody
for two to three years; 5 percent had been in custody for three to four years; and 8 percent
had been in custody for more than four years.
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Among placed and adopted children, over athird (39 percent) spent one year or lessin
permanent custody in FFY 2004 before being placed for adoption or having their
adoption finalized. Thisis up from 33 percent in FFY 2001 and from 35 percent in FFY
2003. While thisis a positive trend, the outlook for children in permanent custody the
longest, more than three years is not improving. In FFY's 2002 and 2004, 20 percent of
the children adopted had been in custody for more than three years. In FFY 2003, that
number rose slightly to 22.4 percent.
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The percentage of waiting children who have been in permanent custody for one year or
lessisincreasing slightly. The percentage of children in permanent custody for more than
four yearsis roughly stable between 16 percent and 18 percent in the last three federal
fiscal years
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