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Provider Update

A Message from Deputy Director Alicia Leatherman

When we decided to distribute a newsletter to providers, we originally thought it would be on a quarterly
basis. However, we have since decided that the content should drive the frequency of the newsletters in
order to get information out in a relevant timeframe. In this month’s edition, we are focused on a handful of
large policy and administrative items that we wanted to bring to your attention.

As a reminder, ODJFS recently made some changes to our Help Desk procedures. We consolidated all Help
Desk functions under one number: 1-877-302-2347. We hope you find this newsletter to be informative and
helpful. Thank you for your continued partnership with ODJFS.

OAKS Shut Down — Delayed Payments

To accommodate state fiscal year-end processing within state government, the Ohio Administrative Knowledge
System (OAKS) will not be processing financial information or payments from June 19 through June 30. This action
occurs every year and will impact the schedule for payments to child care providers.

The impact for providers:
1. Payment processing will take place as scheduled on June 17, 2012, with payments made to providers
five to seven business days from that date.
2. No payment processing will take place on June 24, 2012, and no payments will be deposited during the
week of June 24, 2012.
3. Payment processing will resume on July 1, 2012, with two weeks of payments (June 24 and July 1) being
processed. Payments for both weeks will be made to providers’ accounts five to seven business days from
July 1, 2012.

4. Because of the banking holiday on Wednesday, July 4, all payments processed on July 1, 2012, are
likely to be postponed one day.

If you have questions, please contact the CCIDS Help Desk at 1-877-302-2347, option 1 or email the CCIDS
Business Unit at CCIDS Business Unit@jfs.ohio.gov.
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Early Learning Challenge Grant — Birth-Kindergarten Entry Standards

Ohio has revised and expanded its standards for children ages birth to kindergarten entry, and we are
seeking your feedback on the draft standards that are now posted for public comment on the link below.
The standards have been revised, expanded and aligned at the infant, toddler and pre-kindergarten levels.
The standards now include all of the following domains of school readiness:

0 Social and Emotional Development
Physical Well-Being and Motor Development
Approaches Toward Learning
Language and Literacy Development
Cognition and General Knowledge (includes academic content areas of mathematics, science and
social studies)
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The draft standards and feedback survey are posted at www.build-ohio.org. On this site, you can access the
introduction, which explains the development process and organization of the standards; the draft
standards in each domain; and a link to the survey on which you can provide feedback. The plan is to have
the standards prepared for adoption by the State Board of Education in September. Therefore, ODE and
ODJFS have decided to leave the survey tool open until June 20, 2012.

The survey link may be accessed directly at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PD7FNSPohioelds.

We look forward to receiving feedback from early childhood educators and professionals, families, and
other stakeholders across the state serving children from birth through age five in all early childhood
settings (including school districts, child care, family child care and Head Start). Please review and comment
on any or all of the standards, forward to members of your various constituencies and encourage them to
review and provide comments as well.

Market Rate Survey

ODIJFS is again partnering with The Ohio State University Statistical Consulting Center to conduct and analyze
the 2012 Market Rate Survey regarding child care rates in Ohio. ODJFS, as the lead agency for the Child Care
Development Fund, is required to complete a market rate survey every two years to gather information
about the rates that are being charged for child care services across the state. All provider types are
included in the survey, the results of which help ODJFS establish its reimbursement ceiling for the Publicly
Funded Child Care Program.

On June 5, an email was distributed to all regulated providers and to family child care providers registered
with the Child Care Resource and Referral agencies. This email provided introductions for completing the
online survey. The questions are similar to those used in past years, however, the survey will be sent to
providers and completed online. The results will be gathered through July 15th and the analysis will be
prepared in September.

We encourage all providers to participate and submit information so we have statewide, reliable data about
the child care rates in Ohio. If you have questions, please feel free to contact CCIDS Help Desk at
1-877-302-2347, option 1, or Matthew Murray at Matthew.Murray@jfs.ohio.gov.
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Mid Biennial Review (MBR)

Earlier this spring, two bills were introduced in the House and the Senate that support the goals and objectives
outlined in the Early Learning Challenge Grant.

0 HB 487 contains much of the ODE criteria associated with implementing the Early Learning Challenge
Grant provisions. There is new language about State Pre-Kindergarten and Preschool Special Education
programs participating in Ohio’s Quality Rating and Improvement System by 2016 and 2018, respectively.
This bill also contains changes to 5104 to strengthen ODJFS’ abilities to react to providers’ misuse of the
Ohio ECC system.

O SB 316 contains language that any family child care provider certified as a professional Type B on
December 31, 2013, will be automatically licensed January 1, 2014. The limited FCC provider category will
be eliminated, and In Home Aides will be the only certified providers in Ohio. In addition, this bill requires
early childhood programs funded by ODJFS to participate in Ohio's tiered Quality Rating and Improvement
System by July 1, 2020.

Both bills have been signed by the Governor.



