
 

 

 
OFJFS Child Care  

Child Care Advisory Council  
October 16, 2013 

 
Introductions 
Chris Humphrey, Community Professional 

• September minutes approved Louanna Leonard; Teri Brannum seconds.  Minutes approved as 
written. 

 
Subcommittee Overview 
I.T. Committee 
Amy Story, CDJFS 
Stephanie Shafer, ODJFS 

• A Xerox shutdown impacted multiple states that have delayed ODJFS releases. The impact on 
the EBT cards was much more drastic. For child care, the store and forward mode still captured 
the data. There are no provider problems with payments.  

• Many of the discussions were mentioned last month, please review the September minutes. 
• All items on 10/1 have gone smoothly with the Ohio Child Quality and Licensing System (OCLQS).  

The training materials are available of Early Childhood Ohio. 
• Deanna discussed best practice guides to reduce manual claims and adjustments. The discussion 

today was regarding David Smiths presentation and subcommittee feedback. The process is to 
revamp and send out to counties and providers. 

• W-9 must be re-collected and signed by the end of the year.  The provider agreement will need 
to be resigned and manually submit a W-9. ODJFS will distribute communications on this 
process.  

• CCAC Comments: 
o Louanna Leonard- parents are still having issues receiving swipe cards, up to two 

months.  
o There is a need for cards to be re-ordered. 
o When the county receives the worst case scenarios, they are checked and the parent has 

not requested a new card. 
 

Policy and Rule Subcommittee 
Julie Piazza-King, NonProfit 

• The Guidance Document and sample forms have been published to eManuals. 
• A new schoolage chapter will be created. 
• Ohio Afterschool Network recommended items in 2009 that were discussed. 
• Chapter 14 and 16 rules will be brought to the committee early December for comment. 
• CCAC Comments: 

o The Guidance document states the lead teacher is identified as the teacher with the 
highest credentials and some staff in programs have lower education, but are identified 
as the lead teacher. The centers should be able to determine who their lead teachers are. 
 The issue was if you do not identify the Bachelor’s degree teacher as the lead, 

the extra points of the Bachelor’s degree will not count for four and five. 
Clarification will be made to make sure this is clear with programs. Programs 
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should be able to identify who the lead teacher is. Alicia will clarify and send 
something out to CCAC. 

 
CCAC Membership 
Chris Humphrey, Community Professional 
Alicia Leatherman, ODJFS 

• A draft of the CCAC annual report will be distributed before the November meeting.  It is in 
process with the goal to meet the December deadline. 

• New members are not here today; the letters are in the Governor’s Office.  We will also replace 
Tracy Bope , she no longer works for a CDJFS but is nowher employed with ODJFS.  

 
Early Childhood Expansion 
Alicia Leatherman, ODJFS 

• All of the information is available on the Early Childhood Ohio website under ‘What’s New’. 
• The process going by region, district, and provider has occurred.  Programs were awarded a 

specific number of slots. 
• The focus is now finding children to be served within the program and the ECAC Funding 

Subcommittee is creating year two allocations for FY 2015.  The ECAC will receive these 
recommendations before submission to the Governor. 

• Other criteria will be reviewed such as communities that have had high need, yet no providers 
or family child care provider inclusion.  This would require planning and statute change. 

• An email has been drafted for our county contacts to identify the approvals and denials. The 
counties will receive the preschool list.  OJFSDA sent this communication outward. Alicia will 
attach the updated list with phone numbers to the counties and CPS’ with Kinship care. 

o Alicia will run a data request for the Franklin County. 
• The copayment is determined by each provider; it must be gradual.  
• The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) will complete a webinar on Friday morning for each 

provider to discuss the information needed from families, parameters, etc. 
• Alicia passed the CCAC suggestions to the ECAC Funding Committee and this is the last 

opportunity to contribute to year two funding. 
• It is an academic year and begins are quickly as children can enter a seat. 
• The children must live in the district; the goal is to serve the children living in the high needs 

school district.  
• CCAC Comments: 

o Phone numbers should be added to the program list for families to contact. 
o Send the list to CPS with Kinship Care. 
o Kinship families are eligible under 200% of poverty and have a preschool age child. 
o The center is in a school district that was not a targeted area, but there are a percentage 

of families that meet the criteria. There should be a way to include those children in a 
district. A portion of the money should not be district specific. This is about the children 
with no preschool experience; the providers must market to the families in the 
community. 

o Some pockets have parents with no transportation and speak little English. The YMCA is 
attempting to budget in taxi transportation. The community around Columbus Public 
Schools that needs to be served. The children cannot get into Head Start because the Y 
partnership did not get this zip code and the grantee with this zip code requires Publicly 
Funded Children. 

o Families opt not to participate in Head Start due to the programs reputation in that area. 
o Reach out to Kinship and Foster parents for inclusion in year two. 
o Learning from the first year should be applied to the second year. 
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 ODE and the Governor’s office will decide on the timeline moving forward. 
There is a balance of what is heard and what to see with implementation.  They 
are thinking early spring. 

o Review the percentage of subsidized children in non-targeted districts. This is an 
indicator families qualify. 

o Some centers may not be located in the cities, but are high quality and located outside.  
o The database used by ODE is out of date. ODE requested a reply with contact 

information, they did not use the information provided. Also, because the criteria ranked 
3 star and public preschool equal for slot distribution to distribute to two star- it should 
be reviewed at a level playing ground with community based organizations and school 
districts.  The selection criteria and distribution on the new slots should be reviewed. 
Programs should be contact by the one  
 The database for ODJFS licensed providers was pulled from ODJFS; providers 

must update their information in COLTS-SOLAR.   For ODE, if a school district 
receives slots based on being an ECE provider have been monitoring by ODE. 
There are specific areas that are distributing slots to additional programs.  Not 
every eligible provider applied. 

o Review the level of the actual applicant for the slots. The slots should be split between 
community based and school districts. If the community does not use them, they can be 
given to schools.  

o This should focus on the need of the child, not the district.  
o The slots are given to the center/school district in high need, but there is no reason a 

child could not go to that program.  
o How do we reach the population of children that currently are not in a two or three star 

rated program? How can we get these children ready for Kindergarten? Or a district 
without any star rating programs? 

o Recruitment strategies to move up can be included in the next meeting. 
o If a child is eligible for PFCC at center A then hearing about this program in center B I 

apply and attend- how is this being monitored so they are not taking slots? Once the 
SSID is available, there should be a quality check available to avoid duplication. There is 
caution around a “gap filler” or duplication of payment.  
 Only currently funded children in second and third shift are eligible for this 

program. 
 
ODJFS Updates 
Alicia Leatherman, ODJFS 

• The Ohio Child Licensing and Quality System was rolled out on October 1st.  All currently rated 
ODJFS programs can become provisioned into the system and those currently rating requesting 
a change are able to register. 

o 8 applications for increase. 
• ODE and JFS will inform programs that currently are not rated they can begin to register within 

the next week or do.  ODE will identify providers that will be rated within this school year while 
ODJFS will open to all. 

• The process to submit document with your registration will be send via email.  Eventually, the 
document upload will occur within the system.  Instructions for submission will be distributed 
out to programs that have registered.  

o ODE and JFS are working to identify priorities on fixes and releases.  
o It can be 2-4 months for repairs.  

• As changes occur, updated webinars and trainings will occur to explain the process and 
procedure. 

• The family child care Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) will begin and at the next CCAC meeting the 
draft standards will be available; a survey will also be distributed.  
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• An integrated staff model is still the vision of ODJFS. 
• The definition of type B for licensure is similar to certification.  
• This powerpoint will be distributed with additional handouts such as a county by county limited 

number. There are currently 615. 
o Communication will occur with the families. We are unsure if they are currently 

receiving children. 
o Registered providers through Action For Children that do not receive public funds we 

cannot do anything with this if they care for 6 or less. 
o The counties are responsibility for eligibility; ODJFS and the counties should work in 

tandem to determine where these tools are and how the communication can be sent. 
• The recommendation from the counties is to provide a provisional license and revoke similar to 

the center and type A. 
• The counties have had concern regarding immediate action of a certification.  ODJFS does not 

want to decrease the ability of the counties to protect children in situations that may cause 
harm.  The referrals should also come before calling the state to revoke the license. 

• Currently, a county can revoke a certification and the provider can provide care without state 
funding the next day.  In the future, ODJFS and the counties will work together when 
aggregations items are acknowledged we can terminate the provider agreement, but there is 
nothing under state law they cannot serve children privately.  

• We currently do not have the authority to suspend a license under any form of investigation. 
ODJFS is willing to work with the count and the union to discuss possibilities.  

• Regional meetings with the counties and providers will occur in specific regions. ODJFS will work 
with the union and JFSDA on the agenda and locations.  This is the first of many discussions and 
trainings.  The goal is to have the times available ASAP. Hoping for an afternoon with the 
counties and early evening with the providers. 

o The county can determine who will attend. 
o The sessions will be recorded. 

• The financial report is unavailable today.  
• Please call your local R&R for SUTQ marketing materials.  
• CCAC Comments: 

o Providers have been waiting on the counties waiting revocation decisions. Will they 
move to licensure?  

o Are we waiting for quality standards and rules for home providers or will the existing 
rules be changed to incorporate home providers? Our counties are looking for ways to 
support providers through trainings so we will wait on ODJFS. 
 ODJFS is reviewing how significantly different standards need to be from type As 

and type Bs. Feedback with family child care contained standards with 
employees and staff supports, but the greater alignment helps. Depending on 
what ODJFS proposes and stakeholder feedback determines slight changes to a 
new set.  The rules must be changed to include type B; we are unsure of how 
different they may be. 

Union Updates 
Michael Batchelder, AFSCME 

• Type B’s cannot participate in SUTQ, therefore, they are not eligible for the ECE expansion. 
There should be a way to create an alternative measurement of quality for providers.  

• AFSCME is considering training the union staff and leadership in the next few months of Chapter 
14 rules and licensure.  Coordination between the proposed trainings and AFSCME plans with 
ODJFS staff participate.  Allow a staff member or manager a higher level of training within 
AFSCME versus just the provider trainings.  

o ODJFS is happy to work on this concept.  
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Check Out 
Chris Humphrey, Co-Chair 

• Next Meeting: November 20, 2013 
• Elaine Ward, the new co-chair, will facilitate.  

 
Child Care Advisory Council 

October 16, 2013 
Attendance 

 

Members in Attendance: Members Not in Attendance: 

Chris Humphrey, Chair, Community Professional Marjorie Crouse, Parent 
Sandra Foster, Cuyahoga CDJFS Renee Saam, Allen CDJFS 
Teri Brannum, Community Professional Elaine Ward, Community Professional 
Tasha Johnson, Not for Profit   Kate Watson, Parent 
Gail Montana, Type A  PHONE Pam Perrino, Community Professional 
Asyia Haile, Type B PHONE Nicky Foster, Proprietary   
Louanna Leonard, Proprietary  
Julie Piazza-King, Not for Profit  
Amy Story, Hamilton CDJFS  
Lolita Wallace, Franklin CDJFS     
Paula Selway, Not for Profit  
Terri Raneri, Type A  
David Smith, Not for Profit    PHONE  
Sarah Stertzbach, Parent    PHONE  
Ex-Officio In Attendance: Ex-Officio Not in Attendance: 

Diane Saunders, ODE Diane Saunders, ODE 
Kim Helck, DODD  PHONE Melissa Courts, ODH 
 Marlene Fields, ODE 
 Marla Himmeger, ODMH 
 Ron Johnson, State Fire Marshall 
ODJFS Child Care Staff in Attendance: 
Alicia Leatherman, Child Care  
Michelle Albast, Child Care  
Stacey Zack, Child Care  
Stephanie Shafer, CCAS  
Guests in Attendance: 
Jerianne Gooding, Sunny Day Academy Carmen Ducken  PHONE 
Whitney Scarberry, LCJFS  
Michael Batchelder, AFSCME  
Kim Tice, Ohio AEYC  PHONE  
Julie Stone  PHONE  
Alpino Raneri, Mandi’s Playhouse  


