
 

 

Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Child Care Advisory Council  

October 15, 2014 
Introductions 

Elaine Ward, Co-Chair 

 

Welcome 

Elaine Ward, Co-Chair 

• Melissa Courts asked to add to the third bullet “medication curriculum”.  

• Jim Lindley motions to approve minutes; Danielle Burnette seconds. Minutes approved 

with correction. 

 

CCAC Membership & Council Updates 

Elaine Ward, Co-Chair 

• Maureen Boggs from Southeast Ohio has been recommended to the Governor’s office to 

fill the community professional representation vacancy on the council.  

• Delisa Nelson will no longer be participating as a member of council.  

o A “not for profit” membership vacancy is now open.  

o Resumes and a short bio will need to be sent to Christina Firsdon by November 

19
th

.  

 

ODJFS Response to Council Recommendation 

• Director Dungey has sent a formal response to the council in regards to school readiness 

and immunizations.  

• Recommendations will be taken into consideration.  

 

Annual Report 

• A draft of the report will be ready by next month’s council meeting.  

• The report will summarize the committee activities throughout the fiscal year.  

o Will be focusing on major themes and council decisions throughout the year that 

affect quality, accessibility and affordability.  

� Licensing 

� Type B Home provider changes 

� School Readiness 

� Step Up to Quality 

� Eligibility and Eligibility Policies 

� The creation of the Rural Child Care sub-committee 

� Revocation  

� Assessments & SSID’s 

� House Bill’s 438 & 536 

 

Ohio’s Early Childhood Assessments 

Sophie Hubbell, ODE 

• SSID numbers are given to children ages birth to six years of age that are attending a 

publicly funded child care (PFCC) program.  
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• ODJFS is transferring files to IBM for children six and under each night that may need an 

SSID number.  

• Providers will have access to SSID numbers for their PFCC children when they complete 

assessments.  

• The SSID numbers and the assessment system is designed to track the children’s progress 

over years as they transfer to different programs.  

• The Ready for Kindergarten System will be available for all children, but only PFCC 

children will have SSID numbers.  

o Private pay children/children not participating in PFCC will not have their 

information transfer with them because they will not have an SSID number.  

• Currently in the process of building a system that will provide children’s testing scores 

for the last two years.  

• The new Kindergarten Readiness Assessments are being reviewed and the data is being 

assessed and will be ready in the spring time.  

• The Early Learning Assessment is available now for ODE licensed programs only.  

o The assessment will be available to Three-Star or above programs in the Spring.  

o One and Two-Star rated programs will be available in the future but there is no set 

date yet, most likely Fall 2015. 

 

The data on non-PFCC children will not go to kindergarten teachers? The linkage in the 

system is only through SSID. The teachers can have the info regarding non-PFCC children but it 

would be in a physical file.  

 

Will private pay children be added in the future? While the information would be beneficial, 

it is unable to be done at this time. ODE cannot do a match by children’s name, which is what 

would be required for private pay children.  

 

Jim Lindley motions to recommend legislative action requiring that all children receive an 

SSID.   

• Recommendation that this go to the Policy & Rules Committee to discuss further.  

 

Will it only be a paper process in March? No, the full electronic system will be available in 

the spring.  

 

Beginning the school year with 25 children, there is a lot of chaos, and there is no one in the 

room to help teachers manage the rest of the children. Will there be assistance given to 

teachers to help conduct the assessments? As of right now, there are no funds available to 

assist teachers with giving the assessments.  

 

Will the piece adding in birth to 36 months only be available to PFCC children or all 

children? The assessment in the spring is at the program level at a three-star or above, not at the 

child level.  

 

What info is stored under the SSID? Assessment information is kept by ODE. Aggregate 

reports can be pulled from the ODE website currently. It also has attendance and ratio 

information as well.  

 

Is there any update on One or Two-Star programs receiving information regarding 

assessments and the SUTQ requirements and being able to implement them? The details 
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about this have not been finalized yet. You are encouraged to ask those that conduct SUTQ visits 

about what they are able to do and what your options are.  

 

I.T. Committee 

Stephanie Shafer, ODJFS 

Cynthia Hunt 

• Summer Float Up 

o In regards to allowing weeks with a holiday and summer vacation to float up to a 

full time authorization. 

o Working through scenarios with Xerox on this enhancement.  

o The enhancements travel through all the systems and, to do this enhancement, 

would require a 9-12 month cycle.   

o Interim solution is to change ECC to allow for summer float up.  

� One authorization, (one provider) per child will qualify. 

� Dependent on the school end and start dates, as well as pending ODJFS 

policy.  

• A statewide school schedule is being created.  

� Will look back at progress in January to decide on changing EA. 

� Will not allow float up to the greater than authorization level.  

 

What about children who go to school year round? They will have to be handled on a case by 

case basis.  

 

Is there any consideration for just moving to a one authorization model? There has been 

conversation about it, but no decision has been made at this time to change to one authorization 

for families. 

 

 

Policy & Rule Committee 

Michelle Albast, ODJFS 

• Health and Safety Rules Review 

• Fire Inspection 

o Homes will not require an inspection. 

o Carbon Monoxide detectors will be a requirement for centers and Type B 

Home providers.  

� Cost justified by the risk. 

� Policy & Rules sub-committee suggested a phase in time to become 

compliant  

o The rule will move into the new Building/Food/Fire section.  

• Indoor/Outdoor Space 

o Wording for S hooks has been changed.  

o Policy & Rules Committee discussed how often should providers be required 

to inspect playground equipment.  

� The group recommends monthly with a simplified form. 

• Safe Equipment & Environments 

o Trampolines, of any kind, are not allowed to be used by children in care. 

o Home providers must ensure that there is no access to existing trampolines. 

o Bounce houses will be discussed. 

• Pets 

o Children should not have any contact with urine/feces.  
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• Sanitary Equipment 

o Centers and Type A Homes will need to work with the EPA if you do not have 

public water to determine if your water supply can be a part of a public water 

program. 

o Providers will need to work with the EPA and follow their guidelines. ODJFS will 

only need documentation that this has been done.  

• Cleaning Schedules 

o Cleaning chart updated. 

• Hand Washing 

o New requirements for employees added 

� Upon arrival and anytime you leave from the group.  

o Policy & Rules Committee discussed whether providers should be allowed to 

use wipes to clean infant hands. 

� There are concerns about cross contamination if using the same wipes 

that are used to change diapers.  

� Will use language to say to use wipes not used for diapering.  

• Smoke Free Environment 

o Now includes all types of tobacco (chewing and smoking) and non-

tobacco/smokeless tobacco products.  

o Recommendation was made to add that children should not be exposed to 

cigarette butts, spit containers, ashes, etc. to the rule. 

• Vehicles 

o The Type B Home provider appendix regarding vehicles is new.  

o Type B Homes have 5 year to phase out 15 passenger vans.  

� The rule could not be justified if centers are already not allowed to use 

15 passenger vans 

 

 

ODJFS Updates 

Michelle Albast, ODJFS 

• Reorganization 

• ODJFS Bureau of Child Care Policy & Operational Support will now be split into the 

Bureau of Child Care Operating Systems lead by Michelle Albast and the Bureau of 

Child Care Policy and Technical Assistance lead by Tracey Chestnut. 

• A decision has not been made about any changes, if any, to who will be co-chairing at 

council.  

• House Bill 483 

• Only two “payment after denial” requests have been received.  

• Still waiting on more data to come in to show substantial trends, if any, resulting from the 

implementation of the House Bill.  

• Infant & Toddler Sub-Committee 

o Pam Perrino & Jim Lindley will discuss the direction of the possible sub-

committee.  

o Question: Should this new committee be a sub group of the Policy & Rules 

Committee? 

o Pam Perrino, Jim Lindley, Paula Selway, Asyia Halie have volunteered to 

participate. 

o Will decide after November meeting the future of this sub-committee.  
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Counties have received technical assistance stating that if a family, who is already known to 

be ineligible due to income, fails to list a provider on their application that they can still be 

denied without waiting until the end of the 30 days. When a caretaker provides all of the 

needed information except for naming a provider, it is suggested the county reach out to the 

caretaker to ask if they have chosen a provider and/or have been taking the child to a provider 

during while awaiting an eligibility determination. If a caretaker provides verification which 

indicates they are clearly over the income guidelines and there is no provider listed on the 

application, the county should reach out to the caretaker to ask if they have been taking their 

child(ren) to a provider. If so, note the provider and deny the case for being over income- you 

cannot deny for having an incomplete application. If you do not reach out to the caretaker to 

determine if they have a provider, then they must be given the full 30 days to submit everything 

outline in Rule 5101:2-16.35.1(A). 

 

Some providers in Meigs County are having issues finding help in regards to questions 

about SUTQ. Who can they contact? Maureen Boggs has offered to reach out to Asiya Haile 

to assist with this issue. There is overall concern about providers knowing who to reach out to for 

help with issues like this. ODJFS will work together with the resource and referral networks to 

try and get more information out to providers.   

 

Union Updates 

Michael Batchelder, AFSCME 

• Biannual conference in Cincinnati was held last month. 

o 75-100 providers were present from across the state.  

o Donna Stickel attended and gave an overview about SUTQ and SRNC. 

• SUTQ trainings are being held for providers now.     

 

Check Out 

Elaine Ward, Co-Chair 

• Next Meeting:  

o Annual Report Review 

o Market Rate Survey Analysis 

o No IT or Rural Committees in November 
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Child Care Advisory Council 

September 17, 2014 

 

Members in Attendance: Members Not in Attendance: 

Elaine Ward, Community Professional Kelly Mettler, CDJFS 

Marjorie Crouse, Parent Julie Piazza-King, Not for Profit 

Teri Brannum, Community Professional  PHONE Sandra Foster, Cuyahoga CDJFS 

Tasha Johnson, Not for Profit     Sarah Stertzbach, Parent 

Gail Montana, Type A  

Asyia Haile, Type B   

Nicolle Bellmore-Pierse, Parent  

Michelle Bieber, Proprietary  

Dwaine Smith, CDJFS  

Pam Perrino, Community Professional  

Lolita Wallace, Franklin CDJFS PHONE  

Paula Selway, Not for Profit  

Jim Lindley, Not-for-Profit  

Danielle Burnette, CDJFS   

Whitney Scarberry, CDJFS  

Amy Story, CDJFS PHONE  

Ex-Officio In Attendance: Ex-Officio Not in Attendance: 

Diane Saunders, ODE PHONE  

Melissa Courts, ODH Marlene Fields, ODE 

Kim Hauck PHONE Marla Himmeger, ODMH 

 Ron Johnson, State Fire Marshall 

  

ODJFS Child Care Staff in Attendance: 

Jeffery Van Deusen, Child Care Licensing  

Michelle Albast, Child Care  

Christina Firsdon, Child Care  

Stephanie Shafer, CCAS  

Mindy Kowalski, OFA  

Ashley Probst, Child Care  

Guests in Attendance: 

Cynthia Hunt   

David Booker  

Maureen Boggs  PHONE  

Sophie Hubbell  PHONE  

  

  


