
 

 

 
Child Care Advisory Council 

February 19, 2014 
12:15pm-2:45pm 

 
Introductions 
Elaine Ward 

• Motion to approve minutes for January; Pam Perrino motions to approve, Julie Piazza-
King seconds. Minutes approved as written. 

 
Committee Reports and Discussion 
IT Committee 
Amy Story, CDJFS 

• Tracey Chestnut is acting as Temporary Work Level (TWL) for the Early Learning 
Challenge Grant (ELCG) for Tonya Kahley.  

• Reworking document upload for desk review of centers/family child care applying for 
Step Up To Quality (SUTQ).  

• Stephanie Shafer discussed systems life cycle for initiatives underway:  
o FPL updates 
o 1099 process 
o Minimum wage changes 
o JFS 1138 “Application For Child Care Benefits” change 

• Voter registration: 
o Will counties be obligated to give out the voter registration form? Yes, only if the 

applicant checks ‘yes’ to signify they want a form. 
o It is not a requirement to add into the case record comments and ODJFS can have 

the policy unit send out a clarification letter stating that. However, best practice is 
to put it in records; it is not a requirement today, but may be in the future.   

• School age will plan for Nov/Oct/Dec. 
• Provider list is not current and needs to be updated.  
• Formal recommendation from the IT committee to create webinars about 

redeterminations and common issues for providers.   
o Possibly give providers the opportunity to use these as training hours.  The 

idea is to have trainings at a technical center to allow for hands on training. 
 
Policy & Rules Committee 
Julie Piazza-King, Community Professional 
Part Time/Full Time Attendance Policies and Effect on School Readiness 

• Immediate need to clarify what the policy is now and at long-term changes to be made.  
• Information should be sent to CDJFS, providers and caretakers so everyone is on the 

same page. 
o Mailing and/or email, websites or using the webinar on the manual claims and 

adjustments. 



 

  
  

  

o Whitney Scarberry, Michael Batchelder and Louanna Leonard will work on 
correspondence with a grid that shows how the three groups are connected.  This 
will be sent to the CCAC Policy committee before the next meeting.  

• Additional data is needed to show what the issues are for children entering kindergarten. 
o Data from other states on success rates for states that implement school readiness 

programs.  
o Request that someone present to CCAC about school readiness and data. 

 Differentiate who can provide what data and what data is needed.  
 ODJFS and the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) are now using the 

Statewide Student Identifier (SSID) to follow children from preschool to 
kindergarten. Upon entering kindergarten, children take an assessment to 
determine their readiness for school. As part of the assessment, parents 
can be asked if their child (ren) went to preschool and, if so, where and for 
how many days a week to show the connection between their child’s 
scores on the assessment and how much time they spent working on 
school readiness.  
 

School Readiness (See Handout) 
Jim Lindley, Proprietary Representative   

• Dramatic difference in responses between the CDJFS, providers and families. 
o Priorities are very different and what they want to be done to address school 

readiness is very different.  
o How do we all work together to make the right choices for the changes that need 

to be made for school readiness? 
o A CCAC member suggests we should look at national data of school readiness to 

see how it has affected their children.  
• There needs to be a general understanding on all sides to pin point what the issues are and 

what children need help with. If we want to get children ready we need to be looking at 
best practice.  

• What are the policies that ODJFS has in place now that supports consistency? For 
instance determine the length of authorization/assistance that a child can get.  

• An idea that the group agrees on can be combined with current policies that influence the 
idea and make recommendations based on that to modify it for school readiness. If there 
is data available it can support the need for the change instead of waiting for all this data 
and then making suggestions.  

o Data could be used to make changes around things that ODJFS can actively 
change. For instance, looking at the data of processing time for each county and 
making changes/Technical Assistance (TA)/Requirements for the CDJFS.  

o A conference call will occur to determine the top three issues and work on making 
a recommendation for the next meeting instead of waiting until the next meeting 
to start on this.  

• There is a lot of confusion. There needs to be oversight from ODJFS of CDJFS to ensure 
that best practices are being followed.  

• There needs to be parent education to help them understand all the components of this.  
• Zero in on elig/auth and communication with parents as we move forward.  

o Jim and his group will work on this before the next meeting. 
 Admin and policy changes as well as the rule and they are applied.  

• Beth Ann McBride 
• Paula Selway 
• Lolita Wallace 



 

  
  

  

• Amy Story  
 Should take Dave’s document to compare to.  

o Should someone taking leave be able to still send their child to preschool/CC. 
ODJFS does have the ability to make that change.  

 
Family Child Care (FCC) Subcommittee 
Elaine Ward, Co-Chair 
Michael Batchelder, AFSCME 
Asyia Haile, Type B Home 
Gail Montana, Type B Home 
Pam Perrino, Community Professional 
Sandy Foster, CDJFS 

• Addressed the outreach to FCC community about SUTQ and how that was going to 
happening  

• The first letter will:   
o Direct providers to their R&Rs 
o Clarify when providers can register for SUTQ 
o Talk about the R&R/PBS information sessions in March regarding SUTQ 
o Give links to trainings in their community 
o Share information about the registry 
o Announce that OCCRRA intends on providing technical assistance (TA) for FCC 

providers.  
 Providers don’t have to get TA in order to apply for SUTQ in July.  
 Working on the language of the letter to ensure that everyone can 

understand what is available. 
• The first letter should be complete by end of the week.  
• The second letter will focus on professional development. 

o Providers using their profiles and registry functions. 
• Waiting on feedback. 

 
Professional Development (Handout) 
Donna Ruhland, OCCRRA 

• Presidents Credential 
o Alternate pathway for directors. 
o Made changes to the process so it is not as long.  
o Started administering it in May.  
o Wanted flexibility with Level II. 
o Focuses on the alignment of core knowledge and competencies (CKC).  

 
 
 
ODJFS Updates 
Alicia Leatherman, ODJFS 

• Submitted annual performance report for the ELCG year 2 yesterday.  
o Did not hit our target, but making progress. 
o 1074 to 1472 providers. 
o Number of programs 2074 now have 2946 licensed providers that now take 

Publicly funded Child care. 
o Will be available for public review once the federal government has gone over it.  

 Early Ohio website 



 

  
  

  

• Type B Home Inspection Protocol Trainings  
o ODJFS has been working with the CDJFS on documentation and the processes 

that are in place.  
o Working on consistency on both ends.  

• Finalizing the Field Guide 
o Working with the county took priority and wanted to make sure that the field 

guide was more user friendly in how to assess compliance and tips to help ensure 
that providers are compliant.  

o Hoping to have it finalized by March 
• ECE Expansion slots 

o Providers were contacted by ODE on how those spots have been filled/ the status 
of the slots.  

o Preparing next year’s application process and data on potential eligible providers.  
• SUTQ 

o Working on data system and releases/enhancements. 
o CDJFS is doing manual onsite inspections in the meantime as we work on the 

electronic onsite inspection processes.  
o Completed the first five-star ratings and will be announcing the first five-star 

rated programs.  
o Sent out letter to rated programs with updates on Quality Achievement Awards 

(QAA) and marketing materials.  
 Available on QAA website  

Who will be responsible for completing Type B Home inspections for SUTQ? ODJFS is 
making recommendations on who should be responsible for SUTQ inspections for Type B 
Homes. No decisions have been made yet, however ODJFS wants to make sure the CDJFS have 
the licensing inspection component is place first before adding SUTQ. The overall goal is to 
have the SUTQ and licensing inspections be one inspection.  
 
Union Updates 
Michael Batchelder, AFSCME 

• Working on SUTQ rollout;  
o Contributing to information that is going out  
o Work with the R&Rs so they can come to union meetings.  

 
Future Agenda Items 
Elaine Ward 

• School Readiness Committee led by Jim Lindley 
o Discuss findings 

• Rural child care and the cost of doing business.  
o Barriers and obstacles 
o Patty Gleason and/or Maureen Boggs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
  

  

Child Care Advisory Council 
February 19, 2014 

 

Members in Attendance: Members Not in Attendance: 

Elaine Ward, Community Professional Teri Raneri, Type A 
Teri Brannum, Community Professional PHONE Kate Watson, Parent 
Jim Lindley, Not-for-Profit Kelly Mettler, CDJFS 
Pam Perrino, Community Professional David Smith, Not for Profit 
Louanna Leonard, Proprietary Asyia Haile, Type B 
Amy Story, CDJFS Beth Pinherio, CDJFS 
Julie Piazza-King, Not for Profit Sandra Foster, Cuyahoga CDJFS 
Danielle Burnette, CDJFS  
Whitney Scarberry, CDJFS  
Lolita Wallace, Franklin CDJFS     
Tasha Johnson, Not for Profit  PHONE  
Gail Montana, Type A  
Paula Selway, Proprietary  
Sarah Stertzbach, Parent  PHONE  
Marjorie Crouse, Parent  PHONE  
Teri Raneri, Type A  PHONE  
  
  
  
  
  
Ex-Officio In Attendance: Ex-Officio Not in Attendance: 

Diane Saunders, ODE PHONE Diane Saunders, ODE 
Melissa Courts, ODH Marlene Fields, ODE 
 Marla Himmeger, ODMH 
 Ron Johnson, State Fire Marshall 
  
ODJFS Child Care Staff in Attendance: 
Jeffery Van Deusen, ODJFS Stacey Zack, Child Care 
Michelle Albast, Child Care Cara Lee, Child Care 
Christina Firsdon, Child Care  
Stephanie Shafer, CCAS  
Alicia Leatherman, ODJFS  
Guests in Attendance: 
Beth Ann McBride, BGSU  
Maureen Boggs    
Michael Batchelder, AFSCME  
Julie Stone  PHONE  
Kim Tice  
Kim Haulck  
Carlisa Johnson   


