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Introduction 
Chris Humphrey 
 
ECAC Preschool Funding 
Alicia Leatherman, ODJFS 

• JFS was not included in the creation of the statute. 
• Under the provider, the additional provider language was based on the “to be as of October 1st” 

as defined in the Early Learning Challenge Grant highly rated. 
• The language of eligible child is the same. 
• 2% of the appropriation will be used by the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) to manage the 

program. 
• The legislation for the new slots was built into existing legislation. After setting aside amounts to 

make payments from the previous fiscal year, the department will make payments to existing 
eligible programs and the additional funding added within this legislature will be distributed 
within SFY 2015. 

• Standard reporting exists in F and G; it is important for new providers to understand the 
financial requirements are different for ODJFS services and ODE has the right to access these 
materials. 

• Section J specifies families and allows providers to determine eligibility based on income. 
o Families under 200%. 
o Each individual provider can establish a sliding fee scale, non-standardized.  

• Section M states the ECAC shall provide recommendations by October 1st for a funding voucher 
program.  In July, ECAC and the Governor’s office established a subcommittee to draft the 
recommendations for the full council. The recommendations are still a draft and a meeting will 
occur next week to finalize these recommendations. The subcommittee will continue to work to 
create year two. 

• The first paragraph is a set aside for a specific initiative that ODE will process as all of their set-
asides. The preschool slots begin at Section A and on. 

• Senator Lehner was the lead legislature to craft this information and she has attended all 
subcommittee meetings. She clearly articulates the purpose and vision of the funding is for the 
children under 200% of poverty. The statute does not define this, but recommendations will 
describe implementation. 

• Unsure how far the recommendations will go to include federally funded.  
• Based on the intent of the legislature, we do not want to supplant funding. 
• ODE will create a process to monitor the eligibility for the programs.  

o CCAC comments it seems counterintuitive to split the system in half. 
o The school district and Head Start programs currently determine their eligibility.  
o This can include part day preschool. The definition is 12.5 hours a week; there is 

flexibility within this model. 



• The recommendations for year two may contain a process to create preschools in regions that 
do not exist. Year one will focus on placing slots in programs; the additional slots are equal to 
2400 slots.  

o ECE 5700 preschoolers, JFS over 30,000 preschoolers, HS over 30,000 preschoolers. 
• ECAC membership has changed. An RFP was approved for facilitation and staffing within the 

council. This information will be updated on EarlyChildhoodOhio.org upon the finalization of the 
contract. 

• The ECAC Funding subcommittee contains: Angel Rhodes, Joni Close, Jessie Cannon, Robyn 
Lightcap, Stephanie Byrd, Rebekah Dorman, Todd Barnhouse, Stephanie Siddens, Alicia 
Leatherman, Debe Terhar, and Senator Lehner. 

o CCAC Comment: How does a program go about making children eligible for an area that 
does not seem to qualify for any assistance? How will this be brought into an area? This 
will be based on the data that displays where children live, Kindergarten results. The 
formula is attempting to define the areas greatest need based on families. The next step 
is to determine the availability of high quality care and expansion. 

• Once the recommendations are created and approved by ECAC, any members would be willing 
to discuss this with you.  

• To serve the children within the program year an RFP process cannot be complete; the goal is to 
allow as many children as possible to be served. Recommendations will be based on the 
communities with consistent metrics that display the highest need and eligible providers, as 
listed in statute, to provide these services.  

• There is a question around scale; a concentration of so many slots has yet to be determined. 
Providers should think of how many additional children can be served within their programs 
settings and the subcommittee must determine how many or little children make an impact.  

• We are not including child outcomes for existing providers.  This program will not assess 
children beyond eligibility criteria for participation. The communities are being assessed based 
on a set of metrics included within the statute. This will remain within metrics in Early 
Childhood.  

• Attempting to influence a child’s readiness at Kindergarten and align with the statute written for 
these dollars. 

o CCAC Comment: An area within the community has a limited number of three star 
programs, yet meets all and more of the criteria within the statute. How will they be 
reached? 

• Conversation has occurred around how to maximize these resources for families that are not 
eligible for additional services. This committee is only creating the recommendations, but the 
question around monitoring eligibility involves ODE legal, monitoring, and fiscal.  

• Overlap in services will be known based on SSID; we are looking into issuing an SSID to non-state 
funded children. Questions arise around legislative authority, parent permission, and how to 
assign these. 

• Providers will not have to complete extra requirements with quality because the study showed 
they are already implementing this. 

• The goal is for the ECAC to present year one recommendations to the Governor’s office. It is 
then up to the Governor’s office and ODE to move forward. 

• CCAC Recommendations: 
o Lorain City school district should be reviewed. 
o The criteria should include areas with non-English speaking children. 
o Communities within school districts should be reviewed.  



o On the matrix, priority are given to programs willing to collaborate for braided services 
so children can have full day care in areas that it may not be available. 

o The new slots are an equal distribution of ODE and ODJFS programs. 
o Include families who take children in from children services, foster parents, and minor 

mothers. 
o Include children who have aged out of Help Me Grow, but are not eligible for additional 

benefits. 
 A resource available is Case’s study on the highest need by county; this displays 

the requirements for need that the ECAC subcommittee can use. 
 
ODJFS Updates 
Michelle Albast 

• 42 days until to “go live” for the new system.  
• Chapter 17 Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) rules have gone through clearance, original file, and re-

filed. No additional changes will be made. The policy site will display the rules effective October 
1st. A manual transmittal letter will be created in the manual to display effective rules. 

• The clearance period for the Guidance Document will end at midnight, August 21. The policy 
team and leadership will review to accept comments as appropriate. The Guidance Document is 
officially considered a form, thus, the public hearing and JCARR process do not apply.  

o The Guidance Document references sample and prescribed forms; staff are currently 
working on these to add into clearance shortly.  The form comments will be reviewed 
and a letter will be distributed out. 

• User Acceptance Testing (UAT) has begun.  
o The language on the webpage matches the language on the new system. 
o Staff will begin using scripts to attempt to break the system. 

• A survey will be distributed to programs to determine how many programs would like to 
increase their star rating upon October 1st. It will also include the marketing materials discussed 
at the last CCAC meeting with Janene. 

• At the end of September, a new certificate will be distributed to each existing program. 
• The enforcements with type B homes and counties will include many discussions and a teaching 

period.  
o CCAC comments on the level of Family Child Care enforcements occurring at the state. 

Some areas experience areas with severe health and safety risks for children and worry 
children will not be protected.  

o If a type B home is not immediately revoked, counties can provide 30 days notice to 
allow families notice.  The adjudication process does take months; the statute was 
reviewed and a legislative change has been created, yet it is undetermined how this will 
be brought forth to legislation to address the issues. 

o The type B home workgroup has discussed this for 2015. 
o The appeals occur within different parts of the state. 
o If the program or home is recommended for revocation and the program appeals, ODJFS 

cannot notify the parents because it would harm the process and allow the program to 
potentially win the appeal. The families are not notified until the adjudication order and 
close date. 

o Terri Raneri has seen those attending school and not working are being authorized for 
full time care. How can this be fixed? ODJFS must attend TA to Lorain County to 
authorize the correct amount of hours. 



• The federal government has not made proposed language changes since the Block grant in the 
early 90s. The comment period for these changes is open until Friday. In the early 90s, child care 
was a work support so it can be a struggle to increase child care acknowledgement. The federal 
government is proposing this is about the child’s experience, school readiness, and high quality.  

o At least by January 2015 ODJFS can address of the federal proposal. The budget 
proposal may require additional planning. 

o ODJFS has discussed copayment forgiveness for a high quality setting, which federally 
this is not allowed, but this proposal will allow this to occur. 

o This may also assist with job search. 
o ODJFS has allowed the 60 day eligibility rule. 
o ODJFS requires additional definition around pre-service training. 

• Michelle will send out the link for the federal proposed comments. 
• Chris Humphrey:  Cincinnati is looking at the possibility to do a Preschool Promise. A poll of 

voters stated 89% believe it is important to attend quality preschool, 82% agree children receive 
better outcomes, 72% believe the city should be involved in quality preschool, 67% expressed 
interest to collect and raise taxes. This was the city of Cincinnati.  

 
CCAC Updates 
Chris Humphrey 

• The CCAC Annual Report must be completed by December and members are needed to create, 
update, and finalize the CCAC Annual Report. 

• CCAC Members volunteers: Pam Perrino, Terri Raneri, Chris Humphrey, and Elaine Ward. 
• Chris will begin to work with the subcommittee on the annual report with a potential draft in 

September.  
 
Committee Reports 
I.T. Committee 
Elaine Ward 
Stephanie Shafer 

• Providers will receive a letter in September for the owner to designate a security coordinator 
and create the first account. This step will allow them to determine additional coordinators and 
accounts. Multiple programs can be included in the system. 

• David Smith provided a presentation on the OACCP Business Process Survey.  A survey was 
completed with centers on the business processes adapted with the use of the swipe system. 
196 centers responded, evenly distributed around the state. 

o 75% of respondents stated there has been no effect on enrollment or increased 
enrollment. 

o A decrease in the amount of manual claims. 
o To reduce backswiping, the most comment tactic is to physically assist the families. 
o 78% allow families to begin on Publicly Funded Child Care without a swipe card or on 

the Pweb. 
o David will send the powerpoint to CCAC upon completion. 

• As of this week, ODJFS is on track for Xerox to deliver payment system changes on September 
9th to begin UAT. 

• Auto copay and screen changes for the county should occur in early September. 
•  Notices will be sent out in advance to assist providers with identifying future authorizations. 



• The portal had issues with specific web browsers and OIS has added a message to include which 
browsers work most efficiently with the system.  ODJFS is attempting to work through the 
process to allow the system access to newer browsers. Additional areas within the department 
are experiencing similar issues. 

• It has been discussed to include a report in the portal so the provider can see future 
authorizations as the county distributes these weekly.   

o The counties find it is critical on Fridays; there is time table on refresh.  
• The design and development of schoolage continues to be developed.  This will hopefully be 

available following the January changes. 
• On the financial summary, what is the criteria to include a provider? Total open providers 

weekly average for a month, looking at how many were open on the last day of each week 
submitting a claim or not. Total providers serving PFCC: rounded average. 

o Break out type B providers versus limited; this will be completed outside of this report.  
 
Policy and Rule Committee 
Julie Piazza-King 
Michelle Albast 

• The committee discussed the concern around forms. The policy committee recommended the 
creation of a matrix to determine which forms can be completed now vs. waiting for the 
prescribed forms. 

• Type A and type B rules are still in the process to be merged. 
• The department is no long approving PFCC daycamps. They must be accredited by the ACA. 

 
AFSCME 
Michael Batchelder 

• The Type B Workgroup will meet up until the end of year to work on the combination of rules 
and SUTQ rules.  

• The State Union meeting will occur today to discuss the transition to licensing and type B SUTQ 
roll out communication.  

• The Statewide Union convention will occur on September 21 in Youngstown.  Deanna Hall is 
presenting on SUTQ changes.. 

 
Check Out 
Chris Humphrey 

• The Governor has not appointed the new members and it will be completed in early September. 
The new members will be notified and a solicitation will be emailed for a new co-chair. At the 
September meeting, the new co-chair will voted. 
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Attendance 
 

Key: Present  Absent 

 

Members 

 Chris Humphrey, Chair, Community Professional   
 Alicia Leatherman, ODJFS Child Care  Pam Perrino, Community Professional  
 Tracy Bope, Fairfield CDJFS   Julie Piazza-King, Not for Profit 
 Teri Brannum, Community Professional  Terri Raneri, Type A 
 Marjorie Crouse, Parent    Renee Saam, Allen CDJFS 
 Nicky Foster, Proprietary  Paula Selway, Not for Profit 
 Sandra Foster, Cuyahoga CDJFS   David Smith, Not for Profit   
 Asyia Haile, Type B  Sarah Stertzbach, Parent     phone 
 Tasha Johnson, Not for Profit  Amy Story, Hamilton CDJFS  
 Joseph Krasno, Stark CDJFS    Lolita Wallace, Franklin CDJFS    
 Louanna Leonard, Proprietary  Elaine Ward, Community Professional 
 Gail Montana, Type B  phone  Kate Watson, Parent 

    
Ex-Officio Members: 

 Katrina Bush, DODD   phone  Diane Saunders, ODE   phone 
 Melissa Courts, ODH  James Scott, ODE, Head Start 
 Marlene Fields, ODE  Jan Sokolnicki, Commerce  
 Marla Himmeger, ODMH   
 Ron Johnson, State Fire Marshall   

    
ODJFS, DCC Staff: 

 Cara Lee, BCCD  Stephanie Shafer, CCAS  
 Michelle Albast, BCCD  Stacey Zack, OFA 
 Alicia Leatherman, OFA  Matthew Murray, BCCD 

    
    
Guests: 

 Alpino Raneri, Mandis Playhouse  Julie Stone  phone 
 Kim Tice, Ohio AEYC  Whitney Scarberry, Licking County JFS 
 Michael Batchelder, AFSCME  Karen Lampe, Creative World Child Care  phone 
 Ella Hopkins, AFSCME  Jennifer Stephens, FCJFS 

 Jerianne Gooding, Sunny Day Academy   
 Maureen Boggs, COAD-CCR&R   

    


