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Ohio Children’s Trust Fund 

Board Meeting Minutes 

November 13, 2013 
 

 

Board Members Present:  

Dr. Lolita McDavid 

Jennifer Justice (Director Cynthia C. Dungey) 

Director Tracy Plouck 

Karen Hughes (Director Theodore E. Wymyslo) 

Julie Barnes 

Dr. Kathi Makoroff 

Senator Kevin Bacon  

 

Board Members Absent:  

Jon Fishpaw 

Judy Leb 

Chris Klefeker 

Representative Kirk Schuring 

Senator Charleta B. Tavares 

Representative Tracy Maxwell Heard 

 

Staff Present: 
Kristen Rost, Executive Director 
David Monder, Program Manager 

Carolyn Brewer, Program Manager 

Felicia A. Saunders, Program Administrator 

 

Guests: 
Daniel Fitzpatrick, Legislative Liaison for ODJFS 
Denise Pleska, Senior Staff Attorney for ODJFS 
Patricia Clements, Policy Analyst for ODJFS 

 
Dr. Lolita McDavid called the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund (OCTF) Board Meeting to order at 

3:09 pm on November 13, 2013. 

 

Old Business 

Dr. McDavid asked for any additions or revisions to the September 25, 2013, board meeting 

minutes.  Although members had no additions or revisions, the minutes were not approved due to 

the lack of a quorum.   
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County Highlight – Hamilton County 

Board members reviewed a video on the Strengthening Families Framework and how it is being 

utilized in Hamilton County.  Director Rost provided an overview of the main components of the 

Framework as well as the history of the OCTF funding of it in multiple counties.  The Director also 

briefly reviewed the Trust Fund’s recent contract with the Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral 

Association (OCCRRA) concerning the development of a Strengthening Families Learning 

Network. 

 

New Business 

OCTF Financial Update 
David Monder explained that the Trust Fund remains on track with its revenues for this fiscal year 

and its expenses are at an all-time low.   

 

He also noted that while the Trust Fund does not currently receive interest on its income, this is an 

issue that will be explored further moving forward.  He briefly reviewed revenues from divorce 

decrees and dissolutions and noted that the Trust Fund will continue exploring whether a tracking 

system similar to the Single Invoicing System (SIS) is needed. 

 

Penalty Policy Discussion 

Director Rost provided a brief overview and history of the Trust Fund’s penalty policy regarding 

late submissions of child abuse and child neglect prevention program applications and reports.  

Board members then discussed whether to continue a uniform penalty policy for all late 

submissions. 

 

While Board members agreed with retaining the uniform penalty policy, they also suggested that 

the OCTF take further steps to specifically outline possible penalties to county child abuse and 

child neglect prevention advisory boards.  These steps included increased communication with 

advisory board chairs and fiscal agents as well as giving the specific pro-rata daily penalty amounts 

that each advisory board would face for a late submission. 

 

OCTF – Engaging the Business Community 

Director Rost provided an overview of recent OCTF efforts to engage the business community.  

The Director facilitated discussion on the need for the Board to work on devising multiple 

strategies that effectively communicate its goals so as to facilitate enhanced and increased 

engagement by the business community.     

 

Board members discussed using the ACE study to illustrate to businesses the high economic cost 

child abuse and child neglect can have on their employee’s productivity and cost of insurance.  

Members also suggested multiple ideas and approaches including: engaging local partners and 

offering to assist them on a local and/or regional level in engaging local businesses that may have a 

direct interest in a local child abuse and child neglect prevention program; exploring taking pieces 

of the Strengthening Families Framework and showing family friendly companies how it would fit 

into their business model; talking to businesses that employ individuals that may be in at-risk 

situations to obtain their thoughts on how some form of partnership would be useful; and engaging 

statewide business associations.   

 

Director Rost reminded Board members that the Trust Fund is required to create a statewide logic 

model and strategic plan.  The Director led the Board in discussing whether to contract with a 
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facilitator who can assist in the creation of the logic model and strategic plan.  Board members 

were open to this idea, but suggested exploring potential resources and facilitators within state and 

county level agencies first.   

 

April 2014 Planning Discussion 

Director Rost provided a brief overview of past April events and facilitated discussion concerning 

how the OCTF can become the leader in the promotion and observance of Child Abuse and Child 

Neglect Prevention month. 

 

The Director explained that this year the Trust Fund’s April campaign is being remodeled with 

additional messaging and a new color scheme.    

 

Director Rost also explained how the Trust Fund has never tied the April funding it provides to its 

April campaign.  The Director explained that, for many counties, the $2,000 allocation is not a 

significant enough incentive to get them to buy into a statewide campaign in lieu of a local April 

campaign that they have been utilizing for multiple years.     

 

Board members suggested exploring establishing a general theme for April and tying funding to the 

theme loosely so that our local partners can make use of the April theme in any way that makes 

sense locally. 

 

The Board also discussed possibly providing additional April financial support for those who 

propose April activities that strongly align with Trust Fund’s objectives or for those who amass a 

significant number of local partners to advocate for the OCTF April campaign.  Members also 

recommended sending the new OCTF April campaign to counties for feedback to see which would 

be interested in the Trust Fund campaign versus continuing with their local April campaign. 

 

Board members suggested reaching out to state agencies and asking them to help promote 

increased awareness of the Trust Fund April campaign by distributing OCTF campaign information 

through their agency newsletters.  

 

Executive Director’s Report 

Director Rost reviewed a few key points from the Executive Director’s Report and encouraged 

Board members to contact her if they had any questions.  The Director also reminded members that 

they are required under Governor Kasich’s executive order to participate and complete ethics 

training before the end of the year. 

 

Other as Requested by Board Members 
Dr. McDavid reminded everyone of the OCTF Board meeting schedule for 2014.  

 

As there was no further business to come before the Board, Dr. McDavid adjourned the 

November 13, 2013, OCTF Board meeting at 4:46 pm. 
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Handouts: 
OCTF Board Meeting Agenda – November 13, 2013 

OCTF PowerPoint Presentation – November 13, 2013 

OCTF Board Draft Meeting Minutes – September 25, 2013 

SFY 2014 Budget 

OCTF Ohio Revised Code (ORC) sections 

ODJFS/OCTF Fiscal Rule (5101:9-6-40) 

Executive Director’s Report 

Director Cynthia C. Dungey Bio 


