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Ohio Children’s Trust Fund 

Board Meeting Minutes 

February 6, 2014 
 

 

Board Members Present:  

Representative Kirk Schuring 

Dr. Lolita McDavid 

Senator Charleta B. Tavares 

Jennifer Justice (Director Cynthia C. Dungey) 

Deborah Nixon-Hughes (Director Tracy Plouck) 

Julie Barnes 

Dr. Kathi Makoroff 

Jon Fishpaw 

Judy Leb 

Chris Klefeker 

Ronald Rees 

 

Board Members Absent: 

Senator Kevin Bacon 

Representative Tracy Maxwell Heard 

Karen Hughes (Director Ted E. Wymyslo) 

 

Staff Present: 

Kristen Rost, Executive Director 

David Monder, Program Manager 

Carolyn Brewer, Program Manager 

Felicia A. Saunders, Program Administrator 

 

Guests: 

Daniel Fitzpatrick, Legislative Liaison for ODJFS 

Denise Pleska, Senior Staff Attorney for ODJFS 

Patricia Clements, Policy Analyst for ODJFS 

Dr. Valerie Alloy, ODMHAS 

 

Chairman Schuring called the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund (OCTF) Board Meeting to order at 

3:03pm on February 6, 2014. 

 

Introduce New Board Member 

Chairman Schuring welcomed the Trust Fund’s newly appointed public board member, Ron Rees.  

Mr. Rees introduced himself and shared his background with the Board.  
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Program Highlight – Stewards of Children 

OCTF Executive Director Kristen Rost provided a brief introduction to Darkness To Light’s 

Stewards of Children child sexual abuse training.  Board members then viewed two brief videos 

from Darkness to Light’s website (www.d2l.org) that provide an overview of the Stewards of 

Children trainings.  

 

Following the video, Director Rost then explained that the OCTF has funded Stewards statewide 

for three years.  The Board’s investment in this program is an excellent example of the Trust Fund 

providing essential technical assistance to get the program up and running in our counties.  As a 

result of our assistance, counties can now provide the program themselves.   

 

Director Rost explained that over the three years that the OCTF was providing support at the 

statewide level, workshops were conducted in 73 of the 88 counties resulting in a total of 338 

workshops across the state of Ohio with 5,615 adults trained.  The Trust Fund’s current 

involvement with Stewards includes providing funding for 8 counties to assist them in delivering 

trainings as well as bringing those counties together into a workgroup to ensure that the data 

collection is consistent across the counties and to provide them with the opportunity to share best 

practices.  Director Rost also informed Board members that Darkness to Light has released a 

revised Stewards training that is more culturally diverse and is also available in Spanish.  

 

Board members briefly discussed the training and encouraged the Trust Fund to continue 

disseminating information about the Stewards trainings and how to access them. 

 

Old Business 

Chairman Schuring asked for any additions or revisions to the September 25, 2013 board meeting 

minutes.  Julie Barnes motioned that the September 25, 2013 board meeting minutes be approved.  

Christina Klefeker seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 

Chairman Schuring then asked for any additions or revisions to the November 13, 2013 board 

meeting minutes.  Jennifer Justice motioned that the November 13, 2013 board meeting minutes be 

approved.  Dr. Lolita McDavid seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously to approve the 

motion.   

 

New Business 

OCTF Financial Update 

David Monder provided a brief overview of the SFY 2014 Budget and noted that the OCTF is 

currently stable and secure financially and Trust Fund revenue projections remain on course.  In 

addition, all unused SFY 2013 county allocations have been returned to the Trust Fund.      

 

April 2014 Campaign Discussion 

Director Rost provided a brief overview of past April campaigns conducted by the Trust Fund.  She 

then presented the April 2014 campaign including materials and reviewed multiple options for 

launching the campaign.  Director Rost asked for feedback on the campaign materials and 

discussion on whether the Trust Fund should financially support dissemination of the materials. 

 

 

http://www.d2l.org/
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Board members expressed support for the campaign and discussed several suggestions for the 

campaign and for dissemination of the materials including: disseminating the materials via multiple 

formats (bookmarks, posters, postcards, etc.); ensuring diversity and consistency within the 

campaign photos; contacting the Ohio Children’s Hospital Association and the Ohio Chapter of the 

American Academy of Pediatrics for financial assistance in disseminating campaign materials; 

exploring obtaining corporate and private financial support for the April campaign; and reaching 

out to media partners for billboards, PSAs, etc.  

 

Chairman Schuring then returned to the question of whether the OCTF should financially support 

dissemination of the campaign materials.   

 

Senator Tavares motioned that the Board approve an allocation of up to $20,000 for the 

dissemination of April campaign printed materials, with a provision that the Trust Fund will solicit 

financial support from organizations such as the Ohio Children’s Hospital Association, the Ohio 

Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Academy of Family Physicians and 

any other organization that we can approach for funding.  Dr. Kathi Makoroff seconded the motion.  

The Board voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 

Senator Tavares then motioned that the Board approve the Trust Fund reaching out to its media 

partners and seeking in-kind donations and financial contributions from them in support of an April 

media campaign that would include billboards, radio and television promotion. Chris Klefeker 

seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 

Director Rost next provided a brief overview of the revisions to the OCTF fiscal rule (5101:9-6-40) 

governing the provision of $2,000 April allocations to Public Children Service Agencies (PCSAs). 

Director Rost explained that the Trust Fund envisions PCSAs collaborating with county Child 

Abuse and Neglect Prevention Advisory Boards.   

 

Director Rost asked if board members are interested in encouraging such collaboration within the 

rule.  Board members expressed support for encouraging collaboration and incentivizing it.   

 

Ronald Rees motioned that the Trust Fund, through the fiscal rule, again provide $2,000 allocations 

to PCSAs for April 2014, but that the rule language be amended to allow for the provision of an 

additional $1,000 to a PCSA that collaborates with a county Child Abuse and Child Neglect 

Prevention Advisory Board and/or a Child Advocacy Center (CAC).  Deborah Nixon-Hughes 

seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously to approve the motion with Julie Barnes 

abstaining from the vote. 

 

Safe Sleep Campaign Discussion 

Director Rost provided a brief overview of the Safe Sleep campaign that the Trust Fund invested in 

during SFY 2014.  She explained the current status of the Trust Fund’s grant agreement with the 

Ohio Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics including the deliverables surrounding the 

creation of the Safe Sleep campaign materials and website.     

 

Board members discussed the Safe Sleep campaign and whether the Trust Fund should continue 

providing financial support for the campaign in SFY 2015.   
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Judy Leb motioned that the Board approve providing financial support in SFY 2015 for the Safe 

Sleep Campaign by renewing its grant agreement with the Ohio Chapter of the American Academy 

of Pediatrics.  Julie Barnes seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously to approve the 

motion. 

 

Strengthening Families Learning Network Discussion 

Director Rost provided a brief overview of the Strengthening Families Learning Network (SFLN) 

that the Trust Fund invested in during SFY 2014.  She explained the current status of the Trust 

Fund’s grant agreement with the Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral Association (OCCRRA) 

including the deliverables surrounding the creation of the SFLN.   

 

Board members discussed the SFLN and whether the Trust Fund should continue providing 

financial support for it in SFY 2015.  Members discussed the deliverables and the scope of the 

grant agreement with OCCRRA.  Following the discussion, Chairman Schuring suggested that the 

Board postpone voting on whether to renew the grant agreement so as to provide an opportunity for 

a workgroup of Board members to dig deeper into the grant agreement and then make 

recommendations to the Board concerning renewal.  Board members supported this suggestion.  

Chairman Schuring encouraged members to volunteer to participate on it.   

 

OCTF – Engaging the Business Community 

Chairman Schuring suggested forming a workgroup whose members could devise creative ideas 

for engaging the business community and then bring those ideas to the full Board for an interactive 

dialogue.  The Chairman also suggested that the workgroup bring to the Board a recommendation 

on whether the OCTF should contract with a facilitator to spearhead the OCTF logic model and 

strategic plan.  Board members supported both suggestions.  Chairman Schuring encouraged 

members to volunteer to participate on it. 

 

Executive Director’s Report 

Director Rost reviewed the Executive Director’s report with Board members.     
 

Other as Requested by Board Members 

Chairman Schuring reminded everyone of the OCTF Board meeting schedule for 2014.  

 

As there was no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Schuring adjourned the 

February 6, 2014, OCTF Board meeting at 4:24pm. 

 

Handouts: 
OCTF Board Meeting Agenda – February 6, 2014 

OCTF PowerPoint Presentation – February 6, 2014 

OCTF Board Draft Meeting Minutes – September 25, 2013 

OCTF Board Draft Meeting Minutes – November 13, 2013 

SFY 2014 Budget 

PCSA rule (5101:9-6-40) – Draft 

April 2014 campaign materials - Draft 

Executive Director’s Report 

 


