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Ohio Children’s Trust Fund 

Board Meeting Minutes 

August 21, 2014 
 

 

Board Members Present:  

Representative Kirk Schuring 

Dr. Lolita McDavid 

Julie Barnes 

Dr. Tammy Collins (Director Tracy Plouck) 

Jon Fishpaw 

Jennifer Justice (Director Cynthia C. Dungey) 

Chris Klefeker 

Judy Leb 

Dr. Kathi Makoroff 

William McHugh (Director Rick Hodges) 

Ronald Rees 

Senator Charleta B. Tavares 

 

Board Members Absent: 

Senator Kevin Bacon 

Representative Tracy Maxwell Heard 

 

Staff Present: 

Kristen Rost, Executive Director 

David Monder, Program Manager 

Nicole Sillaman, Program Manager 

Felicia A. Saunders, Professional Administrator 

 

Staff Absent: 

Carolyn Brewer, Program Administrator 

 

Guests: 

Denise Pleska, Senior Staff Attorney for ODJFS 

Dr. Karen Bruns, Assistant Director for OSU Extension Team 

David Crawford, CED & 4
th

 Educator for OSU Extension Team 

Yvette Graham, LISW-S, EFNEP Specialist for OSU Extension Team 

Dr. Jaqueline Wilkins, Regional Extension Director for OSU Extension Team 

Dr. Gwen Wolford, Governmental Affairs Director for OSU Extension Team 

 

Chairman Schuring called the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund (OCTF) Board Meeting to order at 

3:00pm on August 21, 2014. 
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Introduce New OCTF Staff 

OCTF Executive Director Kristen Rost introduced the new OCTF Program Manager, Nicole 

Sillaman.   

 

April 2014 Pinwheel Video 

Director Kristen Rost provided a brief recap of the four statewide April 2014 events that the Trust 

Fund supported (Cuyahoga County, Franklin County, Greene County and Montgomery County).  

 

She explained that the OCTF provided $2,000 allocations to every Public Children Services 

Agency (PCSA) as well as an opportunity for each PCSA to obtain an additional $1,000 if they 

collaborated with a county Child Abuse and Child Neglect Prevention Advisory Board or a 

Children Advocacy Center (CAC).   The Director reported that 78 of 88 counties utilized their 

$2,000 allocation while 22 counties also utilized the $1,000 collaboration opportunity. 

 

The Director advised the board that planning for April 2015 is well underway and that she will be 

meeting with the Columbus Crew in a few weeks to discuss possibly holding the OCTF April 

kickoff event at Crew Stadium.   

 

Director Rost encouraged board members to share any ideas they may have for April events or 

suggestions on who they would like the Trust Fund to partner with for April 2015.   

 

Director Kristen Rost followed up the April discussion with a video highlighting the April 2014 

Kickoff event that was held in Franklin County at the Columbus Metropolitan Library.   

 

Program Highlight – Summit County 

OCTF Program Manager, Nicole Sillaman along with OCTF Board member and Summit County 

Children Services Executive Director Julie Barnes highlighted the April activities that took place in 

Summit County.  Summit County celebrated its 27th year of promoting “Child and Family 

Awareness” during Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention month.  Summit County launched events 

and special activities around the theme, “A Family is a Tool that Can Fix Everything.”   

 

April activities included: 

 

 Collaborating throughout Summit County with more than 150 area agencies, organizations, 

businesses, schools, churches, daycare centers, civic groups and individuals. 

 Serving over 154,000 adults, 104,000 children and 104,000 families by engaging in media 

awareness and PSAs, pinwheel displays, child abuse and neglect prevention programs and 

services, education and training events and child abuse and neglect prevention 

education/training events for local policy makers. 

 Partnering with its Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC) and several other organizations to 

host its annual Creative Contests for K-12 students who attend public, private, chartered 

and independent schools. The grand Prize Slogan becomes the theme for the following 

year’s Child and Family Awareness Month, with the winning theme for 2015 being “A 

Family is a Key to Unlock Every Door”. 
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New Business 

Infant Mortality Prevention Pilot Project 

Chairman Schuring provided a brief introduction to the Infant Mortality Prevention Project, Ohio 

State University (OSU) Extension: A Partner for Healthy Babies proposal.  Chairman Schuring 

advised that the purpose of the presentation is to acclimate the board to the unique outreach 

techniques provided by the OSU Extension Service and how they can use these special techniques 

to deliver positive outcomes.  The Chairman indicated that he was not looking for decisions to be 

made on the proposal at this meeting. 

 

The Chairman introduced David Crawford, CED and 4H Educator in Stark County who then 

introduced the OSU Extension Team: Yvette Graham, LISW-S, EFNEP Specialist, Stark, Summit, 

Mahoning, Columbiana and Portage Counties; Dr. Karen Bruns, Assistant Director, Family 

Consumer Sciences; Dr. Jaqueline Wilkins, Regional Extension Director; Dr. Gwen Wolford, 

Governmental Affairs Director, CFAES; and Faye Heston, President, Stark County OSUE 

Advisory.   

 

Mr. Crawford along with the OSU Extension team provided a brief overview of the Infant 

Mortality Prevention Pilot Project that is being proposed to operate in Stark, Lucas, Cuyahoga, 

Hamilton and Franklin counties. Board members then held a brief discussion with the OSU 

Extension Team during which they expressed the need to include members of the impacted 

communities and organizations in the beginning phases of this pilot project.   

 

Old Business 

Chairman Schuring asked for any additions or revisions to the April 24, 2014 board meeting 

minutes.  Ronald Rees motioned that the April 24, 2014 board meeting minutes be approved.  

Senator Tavares seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 

New Business 

OCTF Budget Update 

David Monder provided a brief overview of the SFY 2014 (ending June 30, 2014) and SFY 2015 

Budgets.  Board members requested some minor revisions to the budget status updates.   

 

OCTF Federal CBCAP Priorities 

Strategic Plan and Logic Model 

Director Rost provided a brief overview of the OCTF Federal Community-Based Child Abuse 

Prevention (CBCAP) Priorities.  She explained that the Trust Fund’s CBCAP program instructions 

require that the OCTF undergo and complete a strategic planning process and present a needs 

assessment and logic model.  

 

The Director reviewed the actions taken to date in fulfillment of this requirement and advised that 

in order to get the quality of product that the federal government would like to see, we need to go 

outside our state resources and seek more intensive assistance.  She explained that the OCTF has 

funding set aside that will be lost if it is not utilized for strategic planning.   

 

Director Rost recommended that the Trust Fund contract with an outside facilitator to assist with 

strategic planning process.  The Board briefly discussed the recommendation.  Senator Tavares 

made a motion to approve developing a Request For Proposals to send out broadly to anyone who 
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has the skill sets to complete the requested work.  Julie Barnes seconded the motion. The Board 

voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 

Chairman Schuring encouraged board members to contact the Trust Fund if they are interested in 

participating in the creation of the RFP.   

 

SFY 2015 Statewide Applications 

Cleveland Eastside Ex-Offender Coalition, Ohio Domestic Violence Network 

Director Rost provided a brief overview of the OCTF SFY 2015 Statewide Application process and 

guidelines as well as the two applications (Cleveland Eastside Ex-Offender Coalition and Ohio 

Domestic Violence Network) received by the Trust Fund.  Both applications were received by the 

March 1, 2014 deadline and they did not exceed the $100,000.00 budget limit.   

 

The Director explained that a workgroup comprised of OCTF staff, Dr. Tammy Collins 

(ODMHAS), Deb Sendek (Center for Effective Discipline) and Dr. Katie Maguire Jack (OSU 

College of Social Work) reviewed both proposals and made recommendations.   

 

Director Rost explained that the workgroup recommended that the OCTF Board not fund these 

applications because both proposals failed to meet all of the mandatory statewide application 

criteria.   

 

The Board briefly discussed both applications and recommended that the OCTF provide 

constructive feedback to applicants on how they could improve potential future applications.  In 

addition, members suggested revising the application criteria moving forward. 

 

Judy Leb made a motion that the OCTF Board not fund these statewide applications.  Julie Barnes 

seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 

 

SFY 2015 CAC Start-up Application 

Ashtabula Area Child Advocacy Center (Ashtabula County) 

David Monder provided a brief overview of the SFY 2015 Child Advocacy Center (CAC) Start-up 

Application received.  ORC 3109.172 gives the Trust Fund the ability or discretion to provide 

startup funding in the amount of $5,000 for CACs that are coming into existence.   

 

This year, the Trust Fund received one application from the Ashtabula Area Child Advocacy 

Center in Ashtabula County.  The application requested $5,000 for a digital video and audio 

recording system for interviews.  The application met the OCTF SFY 2015 Start-up application 

criteria and expenditures are allowable. 

 

Ronald Rees motioned to approve Ashtabula Area Child Advocacy Center (Ashtabula County) 

start-up funding application.  Dr. McDavid seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously to 

approve the motion. 

 

OCTF Biennial Operating Budget 

Director Kristen Rost introduced ideas for the OCTF Biennial Operating Budget based on 

conversations that board members have had over the past few years.  These ideas included various 
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ways to increase OCTF revenues, the forming of a Statewide Prevention Council and potential 

changes to the OCTF allocation process/structure.   

 

The Board discussed these ideas and offered multiple suggestions for refining these ideas as well as 

proposed additional items for ongoing consideration as the upcoming Biennial Operating Budget 

process commences.   

 

Strengthening Families Learning Network Proposal 

Director Rost provided a brief overview of the Strengthening Families Learning Network Proposal 

and the funding the OCTF provided to the Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral Association 

(OCCRRA) in SFY 2014 for capacity building to provide strengthening families support to our 

families.   

 

This year they are requesting $60,000 in funding for the implementation of the Strengthening 

Families Learning Network at the state and local level as well as expansion of the Strengthening 

Families Framework into the work of additional early childhood partners through the provision of 

training and technical assistance.  

 

The Board briefly discussed the program and recommended to approve the proposal, but with a 

provision that OCCRRA reduce their overhead and provide a budget justification to the Executive 

Director who will then determine if the budget items have been justified and will finalize the 

funding amount.    

 

Senator Tavares motioned to approve the request with modifications as specified by the Board. 

Chris Klefeker seconded the motion.  Ronald Rees abstained from the vote and did not participate 

in the discussion as his organization is affiliated with OCCRRA.  The Board voted to approve the 

motion. 

 

Executive Director’s Report       

In the essence of time, Director Rost requested that Board members read the Executive Director’s 

Report on their own and contact her with any questions.  

 

Other as Requested by Board Members 

Chairman Schuring reminded everyone that the next OCTF Board meeting is scheduled for 

November 13, 2014, Riffe Center, 31
st
 Floor, South A. 

 

As there was no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Schuring adjourned the 

August 21, 2014, OCTF Board meeting at 4:45pm. 

 

Handouts: 

OCTF Board Meeting Agenda – August 21, 2014 

Nicole Sillaman’s Biography  

OCTF PowerPoint Presentation – August 21, 2014 

OCTF Board Draft Meeting Minutes – April 24, 2014 

SFY 2014 OCTF Financial Status 

SFY 2015 OCTF Financial Status 

SFY 2014 Annual Program Analysis 

OSU Infant Mortality Prevention Pilot Proposal 
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Strengthening Families Learning Network Proposal 

Executive Director’s Report  

FFY 2014 CBCAP Application 

OCTF Revised Code 

 

 


