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Ohio Children’s Trust Fund
Request for Grant Applications for 
Human Trafficking Prevention Program 
Funding for up to $15,000 per award

I. Overview: 
Founded in 1984, the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund (OCTF) strives to support efforts designed to prevent child abuse and neglect within the State of Ohio. Here at the Trust Fund, we believe that child abuse and neglect can be prevented by investing in strong communities, healthy families and safe children. Drawing on years of experience with child abuse prevention and community awareness programs, the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund officially announces the availability of funding to support prevention programs and community education campaigns in Ohio aimed at eliminating the growing social crisis of human trafficking.
The OCTF is interested in funding agencies that are culturally sensitive and work to increase the awareness of the community. Raising awareness and working with others provides greater opportunities to reach out to the community and support human trafficking survivors. With these prevention efforts, we can potentially stop human trafficking before it starts and put an end to it altogether.
The OCTF has $90,000 in funding available for the purpose of making grant awards to qualified organizations for the purpose of operating Ohio Human Trafficking Prevention campaigns. This communication is a Request for Grant Applications (‘RFGA’), providing instructions to interested agencies on how to qualify for funding; on how to prepare and submit applications; and on how the applications will be evaluated and how the award decisions will be made. Provided as part of this document is a fillable form, labeled as the Ohio Human Trafficking Prevention Program Application Form. Interested organizations should read these instructions carefully, and then complete AND SIGN the form as directed. Applications must be received by 3:00 P.M. Monday, December 7, 2015, and selected applicants will be notified by December 21, 2015 (estimated).

II. Funding:
The maximum grant award for the Ohio Human Trafficking Prevention campaigns is $15,000 per application. Organizations are encouraged to collaborate with another entity to accomplish the Ohio Human Trafficking Prevention campaign. An application submitted by collaborating organizations is eligible to receive a funding amount of $15,000.  Matching funds or in-kind contributions are not required. Applications must include a detailed project budget that complies with the OCTF’s requirements for the receipt and use of these funds. The funding period of the grant will begin upon issuance of a State of Ohio purchase order and last through June 30, 2016. The funds will be paid to each grant award recipient upon submission of an invoice for services performed.

III. General Background: 
Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery where people profit from the control and exploitation of others. It is among the fastest growing criminalized industries in the world after drug trafficking and counterfeit goods[footnoteRef:1], and has become an increasingly prominent issue in Ohio’s communities. Each year, an estimated 1,078 Ohio children are victims of commercial sexual exploitation and over 3,000 are at-risk for human trafficking in the State of Ohio. Between July 2013 and June 2014, the Ohio Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers, through a partnership with the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, identified 65 cases of trafficked minors.  [1:  The Economist Daily Chart, 29 April 2013. http://www.economist.com/blogs/graphicdetail/2013/04/daily-chart-19] 

The Ohio Human Trafficking Task Force is actively working to address prevention through a statewide prevention plan developed by a multi-agency Human Trafficking Prevention Working Group. Governor Kasich, in March of 2012, signed an Executive Order to create the Task Force which marshals the efforts of state agencies to strengthen Ohio’s response to human trafficking in the areas of prevention, protection, prosecution and partnerships. Acknowledging the need to be proactive, the Task Force made prevention initiatives through state agencies a priority.  The Task Force is moving to aggressively identify and assist the youth population most at-risk to be recruited by traffickers (such as runaways and children in foster care) and how to best provide them with care.  In developing an overall plan of attack, Task Force efforts include both supply-side interventions and demand reduction. The goal of these initiatives is to identify more victims, get them much needed assistance, and to prevent the crime of trafficking from happening in the first place.
As a member of the Task Force, the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund is leading the way in protecting vulnerable youth from traffickers who seek to exploit them.  This RFGA invites interested organizations to develop and implement, and/or strengthen local prevention efforts that target vulnerable youth and to share lessons learned from these interventions with a statewide audience through the OCTF and Task Force networks in order strengthen Ohio’s overall prevention efforts. 

IV. Requirements:
Interested organizations must submit applications that provide an in-depth human trafficking prevention model, which must include: training for adults who have contact with youth and are responsible for their safety and well-being, educating youth on recruitment tactics and decreasing their vulnerabilities by increasing their self-esteem and social support, collaborating with human trafficking survivors, and/or engaging in community outreach to increase the awareness of the larger community in which at-risk youth live. Other models that demonstrate additional approaches, and that include one or more of the four required aforementioned criteria, are encouraged, as well. The prevention program should be flexible and aggressive in its approach to spread awareness to the public. 
In order to be awarded funding, an application must, at minimum demonstrate that:
· All events held by the awardee for this project will focus on human trafficking prevention. 
· The proposed project offers an effective approach to community outreach.
· The organization will spread awareness about human trafficking and prevention efforts. Such methods could include speaking about prevention in schools, promoting peer-to-peer risk reduction activities in schools and other youth-serving organizations, displaying the statewide awareness campaign billboards, posters and fact sheets in a creative manner, etc., for example, displaying materials in schools to encourage student outreach and reporting to law enforcement. All statewide campaign materials can be found at the following website:  http://humantrafficking.ohio.gov. Please note that this is not an exhaustive list; other possible outreach strategies may be used as long as those strategies follow the Application Requirement guidelines. 
· The prevention program is culturally and linguistically appropriate for the target population.
· The organization will engage the local anti-trafficking coalition if proposed interventions take place in a region covered by an anti-trafficking coalition (to see if your area has a coalition, please see: http://www.publicsafety.ohio.gov/ht/coalitions.html). Methods for coordinating with current coalition efforts in your community must be described in the application.
· The organization has plans for how lessons learned from the proposed intervention will be documented and disseminated in local communities.
· The organization’s intervention builds on the resources in the online Toolkit for Serving Victims of Human Trafficking in Ohio, including the guidance on preventing trafficking of minors provided by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
· The applicant has experience in community outreach.
· The agency’s procedures, policies and practices support a culturally sensitive perspective.
· Applicants’ attempts at reaching homeless and runaway youth are encouraged, and should be described where possible.

V. Knowledge:
Applications must demonstrate to the OCTF that the organization has sufficient knowledge about human trafficking prevention, including but not limited to:
· Knowledge of human trafficking, such as experience serving on a human trafficking prevention task force or oversight body, experience implementing previous human trafficking programs, or employing staff who are trained in human trafficking prevention and/or have educational experience related to human trafficking prevention; and
· Knowledge or experience of community outreach.
The agency must be willing to train and educate staff members about human trafficking prevention efforts.

VI. Outcome Measures: 
Awardees will be required to collect and report on the following outcome measures:
· The number of people, distinguished by professional, occupational, community, or demographic sector, reached during strategic public awareness activities and outreach events conducted by the grantee;
· The number of people who reported increased knowledge of human trafficking as a result of the applicant's prevention and awareness efforts;
· The number of potential male and female, adult and minor, domestic and foreign human trafficking victims referred by the grantee to service providers;
· The number of outreach events conducted by the grantee; and
· Lessons learned and promising practices in youth prevention efforts.

VII. Requirements for Funded Projects: 
By submitting an application for this funding, your organization agrees that, if selected for one of the grant awards, it will comply with the following requirements:
· To sign and promptly return the ODJFS grant agreement that will be provided following the OCTF’s award announcements;
· To follow the directions of the assigned ODJFS Grant Agreement Manager responsible for overseeing the performance of grant requirements;
· To acknowledge the OCTF as the funding source at events and on all printed material related to the funded event/program;
· To include the OCTF and Ohio Human Trafficking Task Force logos on all promotional material; 
· To utilize the local anti-human trafficking coalition, and where possible and appropriate, the input of human trafficking survivors to help develop and approve ideas; 
· To submit a schedule and/or notice of event(s) to the OCTF at least 10 business days prior to the occurrence of the human trafficking prevention event;
· When using the statewide public awareness campaign materials, your agency will agree to:
· Use approved materials from http://humantrafficking.ohio.gov; and
· If your agency adds its own logos or that of community sponsors, the logos cannot obscure any current text or images on the materials and the additional logos need to be proportional to the size of the images and text on the posters with the current messaging remaining the focus. 
· A training session for staff must be held prior to implementing any prevention programs; and 
· A progress report and a final report must be completed and submitted to the OCTF. 

VIII. Funding and Allowable and Unallowable Expenditures: 
The OCTF has $90,000 in Federal Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention grant funding available for Ohio Human Trafficking Prevention campaigns. The maximum grant award for Ohio Human Trafficking Prevention campaigns is $15,000 per application, although you do not need to request up to the maximum funding amount in your application. Organizations are encouraged to collaborate with another entity to accomplish the Ohio Human Trafficking Prevention campaign. An application submitted by collaborating organizations is eligible to receive a funding amount of $15,000. Selected applicants will be notified of their status by December 21, 2015 (estimated). 
Renewal funds will be determined on a case-by-case basis and subject to available funding. If a grant awardee is approved for renewal funds, the timeframe is July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017.
All proposed expenditures must directly relate to the service of conducting primary and/or secondary human trafficking prevention strategies within the community. For definitions of allowable and unallowable expenditures, please visit the OCTF website (www.jfs.ohio.gov/octf/Funding_ Opportunities.stm).

IX. Submitting Applications:
Applicants must submit their completed applications to the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund by 3:00 P.M. Monday, December 7, 2015. Applications will be accepted by U.S. Mail, commercial courier service, hand-delivery, or email. Faxed copies of the application will not be accepted. If applicants are submitting a hardcopy, four (4) copies of the application must be received by the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund Office by 3:00 P.M. Monday, December 7, 2015. Applications submitted via U.S. Mail or commercial courier must be delivered to the following address:
Ohio Children’s Trust Fund
P.O. Box 183204
Columbus, OH 43218-3204
Applications that are hand carried must be delivered to the following address:
Ohio Children’s Trust Fund
4200 East 5th Ave,
Columbus, OH 43219-1851

If applicants are submitting an electronic copy of their application, it must be sent to the following email address; OHIO_CHILDREN’S_TRUST_FUND@jfs.ohio.gov, and it must be received, no later than 3:00 P.M. Monday, December 7, 2015. 
A complete application must be received by the OCTF by the stated deadline, both date and time, to be considered.  Applications received after this date and time will not be reviewed. The OCTF is not responsible for applications delivered to any other address.
Applicants will receive a confirmation of receipt email within 24 hours upon submission of application during normal business hours, indicating whether or not the OCTF received the application. This notification will not assess completeness of any sections within the application itself. Applications submitted after the stated deadline will not receive a confirmation of receipt email.

X. Internet Question and Answer Period; RFGA Clarification Opportunity:
Potential vendors or other interested parties may ask clarifying questions regarding this RFGA via emailing the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund, OHIO_CHILDREN’S_TRUST_FUND@jfs.ohio.gov, during the Q&A period of November 4, 2015 through November 16, 2015. The vendor Q&A period closes at 8 a.m. on November 16, 2015. The OCTF may, at its discretion, disregard any questions which do not appropriately reference a RFGA application instruction or section of the fillable application form. Questions submitted after 8:00 a.m. on the date the Q&A period closes will not be answered.
The OCTF’s responses to all questions asked via email will be posted on the OCTF website dedicated to this RFGA for public reference by any interested party. The OCTF will not provide answers directly to the vendors (or any interested party) that submitted the question. All questions about this RFGA that are submitted in accordance with these instructions will be answered on the RFGA’s dedicated web page.

XI. Selection of Awardees:
Only organizations whose applications meet all required, or mandatory,  criteria;  and  who present a project model that is highly likely to achieve the OCTF’s goals for the expenditure of these funds, will be considered for an award.  The Grant Application Form accompanying these instructions identifies a point value for each of the topics to be addressed by the applicant.  The OCTF will assess the applications for how clearly and completely the application provides the information asked on that topic, and the extent to which the information presented indicates to the OCTF that the applicant has the capability of planning, implementing, documenting, and evaluating a project that meets the OCTF’s needs for human trafficking prevention and awareness.  Points, up to the per-topic maximum will be awarded, are based on the OCTF’s judgment of the quality and completeness of the response.  All points earned for all topics will be totaled for each application.
The OCTF will prefer higher-scoring applications for award over lower-scoring applicants; however, the OCTF may, at its sole discretion, take additional factors including, but not limited to, statewide geographic distribution and diversity into its selection decisions.
In the event of any surplus of funds after all qualified applications are considered (e.g., an insufficient number of qualified applications were received; some of those selected for award requested funding below the $15,000 level; and/or, following initiation of project activities, the agreements of one or more awardees were terminated prior to utilization of all funding), the OCTF will reserve the right to determine whether or how to distribute unused or uncommitted funds.  These options may include, but may not be limited to, awarding funds to another application received through this RFGA; distributing those funds to one or more of the other grantees selected for award; or utilizing the human trafficking prevention funds in other projects or obligations as permitted by the funding authority.
The OCTF is under no obligation to award any funds for this project, and may cancel or postpone this selection process at any time if for any reason the OCTF decides not to proceed.  All selections of applicants for funding are subject to certain legal and administrative reviews prior to being finalized.  Payments to grantees are subject to submission of a proper invoice for payment in accordance to this RFGA and the resulting grant agreement. The awarding of funds is contingent upon the availability of funding to the OCTF and certification of funds pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 126.07. 
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OHIO HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION PROGRAM APPLICATION
Please type text into form. Fields will expand automatically. Save form as .pdf document to submit.
	Applicant Organization Name:
	

	Applicant Contact Person Name:
	                                                                                                                                                   

	Applicant Contact Person Email:
	

	Applicant Contact Person Phone:
	

	Applicant Organization Street Address:
	

	Applicant Organization City, State, Zip:
	

	Applicant Organization Tax ID:
	

	Amount Requested:
	

	Number of Human Trafficking Survivors Engaged:
	

	

	Please provide a brief overview of your organization. (5 points)

	


	Please describe your organization’s knowledge pertaining to human trafficking prevention. Please refer to RFGA Section V. for guidance on completing this topic. (10 points)

	


	Please provide a detailed human trafficking prevention model.  The model must demonstrate the following: training for adults who have contact with youth and are responsible for their safety and well-being, educating youth on recruitment tactics and decreasing their vulnerabilities by increasing their self-esteem and social support, collaborating with human trafficking survivors, and/or engaging in community outreach to increase the awareness of the larger community in which at-risk youth live. Models inclusive of 1 or more of the 4 aforementioned criteria, with additional approaches, are encouraged as well. Please include the location of where your prevention model will be implemented. Please refer to the RFGA Section IV. for guidance on completing this topic. (30 points)

	


	Please describe how you will measure and identify success of your Human Trafficking Prevention Program. Please refer to RFGA Section VI. for guidance on completing this topic. (25 points)

	


	Please describe the collaborations and partnerships involved, and how you will encourage broad participation across your community. Note if any first-time collaborations are being developed for this program and how these will be sustained within the life-span of the grant. Please refer to the RFGA Section IV. for guidance on completing this topic. (15 points)

	


	Please describe the intended target population that will be engaged through your human trafficking prevention program. (5 points)

	


	

	Applicants must include a complete and detailed budget. All proposed expenditures must directly relate to the service of conducting primary and/or secondary human trafficking prevention strategies within the community.  Applicants must ensure adherence to the OCTF’s allowable and unallowable expenditures. Please refer to the RFGA Section VIII. for guidance on completing this topic. (10 points)

	

	Applicant Signature (electronic or blue ink)
	Date

	

	



	Total Score out of 100 available points:
	



Applicants must submit their completed applications to the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund by 3:00 P.M. Monday, December 7, 2015. Applications will be accepted by U.S. Mail, commercial courier service, hand-delivery, or email. Faxed copies of the application will not be accepted. If applicants are submitting a hardcopy, four (4) copies of the application must be received by the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund Office by 3:00 P.M. Monday, December 7, 2015. Applications submitted via U.S. Mail or commercial courier must be delivered to the following address:
Ohio Children’s Trust Fund
P.O. Box 183204
Columbus, OH 43218-3204

Applications that are hand carried must be delivered to the following address:
Ohio Children’s Trust Fund
4200 East 5th Ave,
Columbus, OH 43219-1851

If applicants are submitting an electronic copy of their application, it must be sent to the following email address; OHIO_CHILDREN’S_TRUST_FUND@jfs.ohio.gov, and it must be received, no later than 3:00 P.M. Monday, December 7, 2015. 
A complete application must be received by the OCTF by the stated deadline, both date and time, to be considered.  The OCTF is not responsible for applications delivered to any other address.
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